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INTRODUCTION. 



< * 'TiB pleasant, sure, to see onfe's self in print ; 

A book's a book, altho' there's nothing in'tZ-^BrBON. 



'When a man writes a book, the public, if they 
take any interest whatever in his lucubrations, wish 
:to be informed on two points : Jlrst, what were his 
^motives for writing at all; and, second, whether he 
'is qualified to write on the subject he has chosen ; 
4tnd as these desires are natural and reasonable, I 
' fihall willingly gratify them at the outset. 
' Some authors write for fame, some for money, 
-some to propagate particular doctrines and opi- 
«iiions« some from spite, some at the instigation of 
their friends, and not a few at the instigation of the 
nlevil. J have no one of these excuses to plead in 
apology for intruding myself on the public; — for my 
motive, which has at least the merit of novelty to 
recommend it, is sheer laziness.-^-To explain this, it 
is necessary to state that, for some years past, I have 
,been receiving letters from intending emigrants* con- 
taining innumerable queries respecting Upper Ca- 
•oada ;— >also from the friends of such children of the 
forest in poase, who seasoned the unpalatable task 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 

of writing on other people's business with the assu* 
ranee so consolatory to my vanity, that I was, of all 
men in the province^ the one they considered best 
qualified to give such information, &c. These letters, 
always couched in the- most polite terms, commen> 
cing with the writer's * woeere soirow for taking up 
so much of my valuable thne/ and ending with * the 
most perfect reliance on liiy knowledge and can- 
^Lour,' required to be answered ; and so Ipog as they 
4:ame ' like angel viedta few and far between/ it wa» 
no 'great grievance to do so* But, after having^ 
written some reams in answer to them^ and wheii 
•«very other packet brought oiie» and no kitcr ago 
tlum last week I had two to answer, things began 
to look serious, and s& did I : for I found that, if 
ihey went on at this rate, I should have no * valuable 
.time' to devote to my own proper afl&irs. And tiiere- 
fore, it b^ng now mtd-wiiit^r,^and aeetag no prospeot 
ipf my being able to follow tny out-of^oor avoca- 
tions for jsome weeks, I set myself dow» in some* 
thing like a pet* to tbrow together and put in form 
the more promiBent parts of the iaforoiation I had 
been x*(rflectmg, to the end that I mi^t be enabled 
In future to answer my volttoiiiious oorrespoaden^ 
««fter the maaner of the late worthy Mr. Abefnethy, 
*i>y referring them to certain pages of Mfgi Book. 

As for my qualificatioBS to give information rela^ 
ilive :to this province, I have only to state, that it 
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is now neaiiy timity years since I first canie to the 
eountr^f, faftving serred here during the war in the 
fears 1818, 14«.aBdl5 ; and that, since the year IS2^ 
my principal. enploymeit has been, to traverse the 
jOpiantry id erery direction, and visit neariy every 
township in it for the express purpose of obtaining 
Btatistical information. If, therefore, the reader 
.^ill only be pleased to allow that my judgment 
18 isqaal . to that of the ordinary average of mank 
Jdnd» it must be pretty evident that I have sa^ 
^cicnt knowledge for the undertaking ; and I, on my 
•part, can assure him or her, (for I am in hopes I 
4diall have both seses for readers,) that I will, ac- 
cording to the formula of the oath, speak ' the trutb, 
ihe whole tmth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
me God.' * 

At the present moment, when public attention is- 
00 much tmrned.tothe Canadas, authentic informa- 
jtion is much ealkd for ; and though mahy works 
(hme been written on the subject, yet most of them 
ibave been inaccurate from want of information, or 
.fiartiaU in eo^r asthe writer, being only acquainted 
mithoneseetkyn.of thexounitry; has described it aa 
■Jan iepitDnie of the whok. From, this censure, how- 
ewi; we .mnst exempt Mr. GouHay, who wrote a 
really valuable and useful statistical account of the 
province. But his work is now eight or nine years 
old; and in a country like this, where the popu- 
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latioit doubles every seven yearb, and improvemenl 
•goes on with a rapidity altogether unknown in oldet 
countries, an old boOk on statistics is of little mor^ 
use than an old almanac or newspaper. 

My endeavour in these pages shall be to giv^ 
such information to emigrants, that they may not he 
-disappointed on their arrival in Canada ; — that they 
may know how to proceed and where to go, and noft 
as too oflen happens, waste their time and their 
money in the great towns, making fruitless inquiries 
«f people just as ignorant of the nature and capabi- 
lities of the country as themselves, with this differ^ 
^nce^ that they are aware of their ignorance, whereas 
their advisers think they know something about the 
inatter> and thereby often unintentionally mislead 
and deceive them. 

In looking over this my introduction, I find I have 
been most abominably egotistical ; — so much so 
indeed, that my printer, were I to continue through 
-the work in this strain, might have the same excuse 
that poor John Ballantine had for his delay la 
printing a learned work by the Earl of B— ,*viic. 
that he had not a sufficient number of capital I-s in 
his printing-office. But if the reader will overlook 
this fault for once, I shall try to avoid it in future. . 



Chapteii I. 



Who should come to Canada P 
Come a' the gether, 

Youre a' the welcomer early. 

Sir Walter. 



I AM' no great dab at political economy, though I 
once did study Adam Smith, and thought at the 
time that I uilderstood him. But he is out of date 
now-a-days ; Peter M*Cullpch reigns in his stead,— r 
and he and his compeers have turned political eco- 
nonpty into wha,t may be defined to be the science of 
paradoxes. But it is unfair to condemn what we 
cannot comprehend. However, though avowedly 
Ignorant, I am not without my own theory on the 
subject of distress and emigration, and it is this : — 
From many causes, of which machinery is the- 
inost prominent, Great Britain can manufacture as 
Hinch in ten months as all her customers can con- 
sume in twelve. It follows, therefore, that manu- 
facturers must be one-sixth part of their time 
out of employment. Now if this sij^th were ap- 
portioned in the shape of one day in each week, 
the poor people might scramble through, by pinch- 
ing a little from the means they gained on the 
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other five working days. But when it comes two 
or three months at a time, then commence distress 
and poor-rates, patriotism^ and potatoe mobs in our 
manufacturing towns; and iu Parliament, what Dame 
Quickly would call * an old abusing of God's pa- 
tience and the King's English* in a debate on * the 
state of the country,' — the cause of which state lies 
all the while too close under the noses of the dis- 
putants, to be visible to those who are looking for 
it with telescopes in the moon. The disease then is 
superfluity of manufactures and a paucity of con- 
sumers; the remedy, to seiid the overplus of" the- 
manufacturing population to t^e colonies, where at* 
one and the same moment they lose the charaister' 
of manufacturers, and assunie that of consumers 7—-^ 
and the manufactures consumed in this province Er& 
no trifle, as from the Custom House retijrrhs it? 
appears that every man, woman, and ehiM in these^ 
colonies, uses on an average, 40 drs« Worth of British' 
gcK)ds annually. 

Who then are to ffo to Canada to restore the' 
equilibrium between demand ami supply? In the 
first place, all who cannot comfortably support them- 
d^ves by their labour at home ; because, let a man' 
be ever so pom* in this country, -his wages as a= 
labourer will more than support his family,— and if 
he be prudent and sober, he may in a short time' 
save money enough to purchase for himself a farm, 
— and if he has a familv, so much the better, as 
children are the best stock a fanner can possess, the 



hibmir of a child seven years old beiDj^ considered, 
worth his maintenance and education, and the wages 
of a hoj of twelve or fourteen years of age being: 
higher than those of a stout and skilful ploughmanr 
in most parts of Great Britain, generally from three- 
to four dollars a month, with bed, board, and wasb* 
ing besides. At home they talk of ^ a poor man with: 
H large family ;' but such a phrase in Canada would* 
be a contradiction of terms ; for a man here who hafti 
4' large family must, under ordinary circumstances* 
soon cease to be a poor man. 
• .Mechanics and artizans of almost, all descrip- 
tions, — millwrights, blacksmiths, catpenters, masons,: 
bricklayers, tailors, shoemakers^ tanners, millers, and 
all the ordinary trades that are requined in an agri^ 
<}iiltnral and partially ship-owning and commercials 
country, will do well to come to Canada. Weavers^ 
have but little to eipect in the way of their trade>: 
though such of them as are employed in. customers- 
work can make from ten to twelve shillings a day ;: 
but they soon make good farmers. A friend of mine 
asserts, that they make^e^^er farmers for this country 
than agricultural labourers, alleging as a cause, that 
as they have no prejudices to overcome, they get at 
once into the customs of the country as copied fronk 
their neighbours, and being in the habit of thinkings 
improve on them. But my friend is from Paisley,, 
and, consequently, prejudiced in favour of w^avers^ 
However, there is no denying that the weavers from 
Renfrew and Lanark shires in the Bathurst district^ 
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are very good and very prosperous settlers^ and that 
the linen weavers from the north of Ireland make the 
best choppers, native or imported, in the province, as- 
they, to a man, can chop with either hand forward, 
and by changing their hand they relieve themselves 
and obtain a rest. This ambi-dexterousness i& 
ascribed by their countrymen, how justly I know 
not, to their habit of using both hands equally in 
throwing the shuttle. 

. Of these trades, the blacksmith, tailor, shoemaker, 
and tanner, are the best If there were in nature 
(which is doubtful) such a being as a sober black- 
smith, he might make a fortune. 

One exception there is, however, in the case of 
mechanics. First-rate London workmen will not re** 
ceive such high wages, either positively dr relatively^ 
as they would at home, — for this reason, that there 
are few on this continent who either require or can. 
afford work of the very first order, and those that do, 
send to London for it 

Farmers and tradesmen of small capital will find> 
in Canada a good investment. A farmer who com- 
mences with some money, say 250Z., ought, in the 
course of five or six years, to have all his capital in 
money, and a good well-cleared and well-stocked 
farm into the bargain, with the requisite dwelling* 
house and out-buildings on it, besides having sup-' 
ported his family in the meantime* 

Unless a man of large capital, by which term 
in this country I mean about 5000/., has a large fa- 
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1ia]% be had better lend the 9«rf>ltis on mortgage «C 
iftix per cent, ttian Invest it Iti bunness, exeept he 
nieanfl to beeome a whi^sale storekeeper in one of 
the towns. If he attempts to set «p a mitt, a distil*^ 
lery, a tannery, a Mltng and saw mUl, and a store, as 
U often found to be profitable from tiie one trado 
'playing into the hands of the other, and if he haa not 
sons capable of looking after the diibrent branches, 
be must Iratrast the care of them to clerks and ser- 
▼ants* Bnt these are not to be had ready-made :-— 
lie must, therefore, take a. set of unHcked cobs ami 
teach them their- baMness; and when that ia fairly 
done, it is ten to one but, haying become acquainted 
with his business and bis customers, they find means 
(o set up an opposition, and take efieetually thewmd 
0at of their former patron's sails. Where, however^ 
a nua baa a large fimiify of soos, he can wieM 
a> large capital in business, and to very good pur^ 
pose too* 

A man of forlune, in my opinion, ought nei to^ 
come to Canada. It is emphatically ' the poor man^a 
country;' bv^ it wonkl be diflleult to mak^ it tbe 
country of the rich. Though the neeessarics aadf 
■mat of ths hnnties of life are cheaply and easily 
pracneed ; yet the elegancies of life, refined or literar]p 
society, pubtie amnaemeDts, first-rats libraries, ooHeo*^ 
tions of the fine arts, and many things that are 
secounted almost a& necessaries of life by the highee 
ranks, belong, of necessity, to a state of society moek 
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more advanced than the Canadas, or, perhaps^ even 
the American continent can as yet pretend to. It 14 
a fi^ood country for a poor man to acquire a living in« 
or for a man of small fortune to economise and pro-^ 
vide for his family ; but I can conceive no possibility 
of its becoming for centuries to come a fitting stage 
for the heroes or heroines of the fashionable novels of 
Mr. Bulwer or young D'Israeli. 

There is one species of emigration, vrhich it is as^ 
tonishing should never have struck the authorities 
at home, and which would be most beneficial to ail 
parties, — I mean, infant emigration. 

The idea was suggested to me nearly six years ago^ 
by my late worthy and excellent fi'iend, Major Williaht 
Robinson, of the King's regiment, a gentleman inti^ 
mately acquainted with the province, where his name 
Is endeared to the inhabitants by his determined^ 
bravery, added to a gaiety and good humour, which 
rendered him at once the favourite of all ranks and 
classes, and the most efficient partizan leader, with 
the exception of, perhaps. General Brock, that Ca<-t 
nada possessed during the arduous struggle with the 
United States. > 

From the time I returned to the country I have 
consulted many hundreds on the feasibility of the 
scheme, and, in every instance, have been assured, 
that it was not only practicable, but would be highly 
beneficial to all concerned ; the plan is briefly 
follows :— 
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Let a number of parish children, of from six 
to twelve years of age, be sent out to Canada under 
a qualified superintendent. 

Let there be established in every county, or in 
every two or three townships, if necessary, a com^ 
missioner, or board of commissioners, to receive ap» 
plications .from farmers, mechanics, and tradesmen^ 
wanting apprentices or servants, taking from them^ 
at the same time, a bond with securities, that they 
will teach them their trade, crafl, or mystery,— keep 
them, educate them, and, when their apprenticeship 
is up, give a small sum, (say, 252.,) to set up in 
business those who have been indented apprentices; 
With younger children, whose work will not at first 
be equal to their maintenance, it will only .be neces* 
sary to bind the person taking them to educate them ; 
for, by a law of the province, parents, or persons 
standing in loco parentis, are entitled to th« work 
of their children or wards, till they attain the age of 
majority. 

' . The objection that would strike an Englishman 
most forcibly .to such an arrangement, would be the 
possibility of the children being ill-treated ; but this 
is hardly a supposable case in this country. Their 
labour is too valuable for their master lightly to 
risk the loss of it by ill-usage,, when the boy could so 
easily abscond ; and in this country, the fault of fa- 
thers and masters leans more to the side of a total 
disregard of King Solomon's advice as to the pro- 
priety of using the rod for the purpose of promoting 
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kifiiiitile. morairljt t&ftn an over»>zcfllbas confdraiity 
wkb the dicia of Ifas inspired wrker. Besidea; 
public opinion would always^ skle whk the diild^ 
«Dd as, if tkis pias were to he. auriied into cffeel^ the 
efaiUren mnsty ia soiae degree, be coASidered at 
wards of the king, the legislature eoald [eaailj pro^ 
iride some, simple avd summary means, wherdby 
-amy injustice or infracttoa of ag^efloent might bi 
punished promptly and efficaciously. 

Ttie advantages of this system must be apparent to 
all. I Parishes would get rid of young paupers, whO) 
in the course of time, grow up, aad, perhaps, 
become a heavier burthen on the parish by the addi* 
tion of a family,-— and would get qwt of them toa at 
Mk expense not exceeding one-fouvtb of what an 
-itdnlt could be removed for,*— ^seeing thafi 4fl. woalid 
he the- maxinmm for whieh they coold be eonveyed 
to Camiida* And here we should get settlers at ail 
age when they could easily ber hafa^uated to the 
work, the climate, and the ways of the country. 

It will most probably be found a bad plan to bring 
out aduJt parish paupers ;> — for oS coarse the geiitiy 
and yeomanry of a parish wilt strain every nerve td 
iceept at home tiie honest, tndustrioiis, and sober part 
of the peasantry,, and. send us ouft only the druaken^ 
the vicious, a«d 1^ iiti^e, who here, as elsewhere^ 
will be a buriihen on the eonunimky^ and have net 
the slightest prospeatoflnproviDgldieir owncmidi-^ 
tion-. There is one security, howevar, that we mnat 
^iways have agahnt »H£h a. ooniiDgeiiey, nameiyt 
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tfaftt lli« rapseaHibnly psrt of this con wni w iijr^ know 
jug that, if they remain in.Ea^nd, the pariah, maut 
maiiitaiD tbcm, and that if they go to Canada thay 
must vmk foi thair Htr^, may not ha easily in^ 
Sliced to qaat their present adbrantageana poaitiOB. 



CHAPTEa II. 



' Bake me a baimack, and roast me a coUgp, and TU ge aa4 
pouse my fortune.' — Scotch Nursery Tale» 



Pre^turaiunufor Bmigraikm. 

When a man has determined to quit home, and 
aettle himself in a foreign land, and he should not da 
ao OB slight grounds, mnch trouble and TexatioB 
may be saTed by bis taking a little good advice, and 
that we are abont to give in this chapter, in so far as 
emjgraticm to Canada is concerned. 

It cannot be too strongly impressed upon emf-^ 
grants the inexpediency of carrying to the woods of 
Upper Canada heavy hirabering artideff of wooden 
fhrnitttre. All these can be procured here fbr far 
less thrni the cost of transport from Qaebec and 
Montreal. He only exception to this rule is, when 
a person has valuable furnrtnre for which he cannot 
get any thing Itke a reasonable price at home ; and in 
that case, it may be cheaper to carry it to Canada 
tkan Uy sacnffeeit in England. But as a genend 
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rule, mahogany iiiniiture is not in keeping with the 
rest of a Canadian establishment ; and our own black 
walnut makes; in my opinion, more handsome furni« 
tare than mahogany, and possesses this great advan* 
tage over its more costly and exotic neighbour, thai 
it does not so easily stain, — a property which saves 
much scrubbing and not a little scoldmg in families. 
Clothes, more particularly coarse clothing, such as 
slops and shooting jackets, bedding, shirts, (made» 
for making is expensive here,) cooking utensils, a 
clock or time-piece, books packed in barrels, ho- 
siery, and, above all, boots and shoes, (for what they 
call leather in this continent is much more closely 
allied to hide than leather, and one pair of English 
shoes will easily outlast three such as we have here,) 
are among the articles that will be found most usefuL 
As a general rule also, every thing that is made 
of metal, (for ironmongery is very dear,) as well 
as gardening and the iron parts of farming tools* 
and a few of the most common carpenters* tools, caa 
never come amiss ; for, though a man may not be 
artist enough to make money as a carpenter for othec 
people, he may save a great deal himself by having 
the means within his reach of driving a nail or put- 
ting in a pane of glass. A few medicines ought to 
be taken for the voyage, and those chiefly of the 
purgative kind, as ships are very frequently but in* 
differently furnished with a medicine chesL Among 
these I would recommend Anderson's, or any other 
of the aloetic and colocynth pills, £psom saltS) mag-» 
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nesia and emetios, made up in doses^ If you take 
Seidlitz powders, or soda powders, or any of that 
tribe of acids and alkalies, let them be made up in 
phials, well stopped, not, as usual, in papers, for in 
that case they will get melted, or (as the learned 
express it) deliquate, before the passage is half over# 
With these phials will of course be required mea* 
sures, to take out the proper proportions of each 
powder. Fishing and shooting tackle ought also ta 
he taken ; but of these I shall come to speak, mote; 
at large when I treat, as I mean to do in a separate, 
chapter, of the field-sports of Upper Canada. 

In the choice of a ship, steerage passengers; 
should look out for one high,, roomy, and airy be*: 
iween decks ; and there .can be np great difi^culty, 
in finding one of that description, as a v^ry greatf 
number of the timber ships are so constructed. A^ 
fast sailer also should be preferred; for the differ- 
ence of a fortnight or three weeks in arriving a<c 
your destination may make the difference of nearly a 
year's subsistence to the emigrant. If he arrive in, 
time to put in a small crop of potatoes, turnips, oats,r 
Indian corn, and a little garden stuff, it will go a 
great way towards the maintenance of a family foe 
the first year» as it will enable them to feed pigs 
and keep a cow, which they could not otherwise^ 
accomplish, fior a similar reason, it will be to the 
obvious advantage of all settlers to come out in the 
earliest ships that saiU 

To all passengers, but more especially to those of 
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ti}eeidHn,.a divi}, good4eiiipei«d oiptsifi bogkl k0 
he a Teiy great .inciiicemeiit to mil in his ship,--«a« 
much af the comlbrt or discomfort of a toyage de-^ 
ffends upon him. There B.we many of the r^uia^ 
traders between Montreal and GmeBock and LiY^r^ 
pool who answer this description, as well as on th«f 
Ijondon and Liverpoc^ Hnes to New York. And to 
any person who goes by the latter ronte^ I wookl 
atrongiy reeommend my worthy, though diminutive 
^lend. Captain Holridge of the Silas Richards* 
Above all^ passengers of every description sheukt 
ascertain, that the captain with whom they sail is ar 
iSober man ; for the most fatal accidents may occur, 
4nid have <Moarred, from drunkenness on the par€ 
<kf the officers of the ship. I prefer cc^msng to Ca- 
nada via Montreal, as it saves moneys time, anA 
-transhipment of baggage. 

It is a question often asked, how should mnoney 
he taken to Canada ? i reply, in any way exeept in 
goods. Not that I have not often known that moda 
of bringing it prove highly profitable ; but it is k 
nsk; few who come out being good judges of the 
price of goods at home, and none of them knowing 
what kind of goods will soit the Canada markets^ 
Bntish silver or gold make a very good inveslmeoA^- 
^ the former is bought np by merohaots^and tradba- 
inen; and used to parehese bills on the Tneasory^ 
Unrough the Coonnissariat, and the latter is reravtted 
by the same classes to meet their engagements in^ 
£nghffld. A. Scrveneigfl generally fotehes 83^ or Mi. 
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durrency, that is 59. td the dollar; — 1«. ' stcfrlin^ 
passes for 1& 2d, currency ; — so that either descrip-'^ 
tioii of bullion g^ves a good rehiittance. One great 
objection, however, to bringing out money, is the 
liability there is of losing or being robbed of itr 
so that, upon the whole, the better way perhaps 
may be, to lodge it with T. Wilson and Co. of 
Austin Friars, Agents for the Bank of Upper Canada^* 
or at the Canada Company's Office in St. Helen'sr 
Place, taking an acknowledgment ; and then you can* 
draw upon the fund from Canada, receiving the^ 
premium of the day on the exchange. > 

People who 'find themselves on the outward voy«' 
^e, should lay in a very considerable quantity of> 
potatoes . and oatmeal, not only because these arti*« 
oles are cheap, but because they have n tendency^- 
to correct the scorbutic qualities of salt meat* A* 
few onions and leeks likewise will be found a great' 
comfort on a long voyage, as also a good supply of 
vinegar and pickles. 

Emigrants would find their account in bringing 
out small quantities of seeds, particularly those of 
the rarer grasses, as lucern, trefoil, &c.'; for if they' 
did not need such articles themselves, they would 
find plenty who would buy them at a high price. » 
To these may be added some small parcels of potato, 
oats, and of the large black oat of the south of 
Ireland for seed, as that grain, if not renewed,., 
degenerates into something little better than chaff in 
the course of time.^ 



IS • STOCK. 

All kinde of ^ood stock ard wttottd here* and) 
those who can afibvd it will alweys* find tfaeir accomit 
in bdnging 'socfti. Figs ave valuable, in many part» 
i»f this country, according to the »ze to which they 
-can be &tted« Thus, aopposlng a hog which weighs 
3 cwt. fetched twopence haUpenny per lb*» one 
weiring S cwt would fetch threepence, and so pn^ 
adding a halfpenny per lb. far each cwt of the 
weight. A good bull would also be of great yalne ; 
and it is my firm belief, that we have not a fiist* 
nUe draught stallion in the province. I have ro> 
doubt, moreover, that a Clydesdale cart-horse, a 
Sufiblk puneb, or even a moderate^sized Flanders 
stallion, would be a good speculation. The best^ 
description of working cattle we have is the Lower 
Canadian horse, which has many of the properties- 
^md much the aj^arance of the Scotch galloway * 
he is strong, active, and indefatigable in harness, 
but makes a bad saddle^ horse, as he is often not^ 
sure-footed. A breed between this and the Ame-' 
rican horsef makes a good, useful farm-horse ; and 
it is possible that a cross between the Canadian 
ihare and the Flanders horse would make something 
like the Clydesdale, — ^tradition asserting, that the an- 
'Cestors of the Carawath breed sprang from a cross 
of some Flanders mares brought to Scotland by 
the Duke of Hamilton with the galloway stallioos ' 
of the country. 

As to dogs for household use, the English sheep* 
dog or Scotch colley, or the lurcher; would be highly 
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^uaixfo, partienlariy if trained to bring home tlie 
«attle,. which ofteil stray in the wcrods- and get ki-' 
jnred by not being regokrly milked. With carefeetf 
settlers, indeed, one half the day ia oflei» spent iri 
kunting up and driving home the oxen. 
- It has often stnick me, that nnieh thne and trouble 
Blight be saved in collecting and bringlBg boniQ 
tdiie oattie, by taking out a few hundred weight tii 
xoek saH from Lhrerpoo). In Chesliire they used to 
prepare hirapa, for the purpose of putting in sheep* 
walks, by cutting them in the form of a ball/ so that 
the rain ran off them without melting them. These 
might be put in' certain places of the woods, and the 
cattle would not stray far from them; and they 
might be removed from time to time, as the pasture 
became scarce. Wherever there is a salt spring, 
or a salt * Hck,' as salt earth is called in this couh- 
toy, the deer and cattle ilock to it from all quarters. 
A friend of mine had one on his farm, and no fence 
could keep off these intruders; till at last he was 
obliged to come to a compromise with the four- 
footed congress, and fairly fenced in a road, to the 
spring, and by this species of Whig conciliation, by a 
SBcrifiee of part of his rights, saved the rest of k?s 
property. 

When yon arrive in the St. Lawrence, having been. 
on shortish allowance of water, you will be for 
swallowing the river water by the bucket full* Now, 
if yoD have any bowels of compassion for your intes'* 
tinal canal, you will abstain from so doing; — for to* 
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people not accustomed to it* the lime that forms a 
considerable constituent part of the water of this 
country, acts pretty much in the same manner as 
would a solution of Glauber's salts, and oflen gene- 
rates dysentery and diarrhoea ; and though I have aa 
unbounded veneration for the principles of theTem* 
perance societies, I would, with all Reference, re<* 
Commend, that the pure fluid be drank in very small 
quantities at firsts and even these tempered with the 
most impalpable infusion possible of Jamaica or 
Cognac. 



Chapter III. 



' Lordy have compassion upon me a poor imfortunate sinner • 
three thousand miles from my own country, and seventy-five 
from anywhere else/ 

Irishman's Prayer in the woods between New York 
and Canada, A,D. 17S4. 



What is to be done on Landing at Quebec ? 

If you are a rich man, and it makes no difference to 
you what money you spend, or how soon or late 
you settle ; then, as you are at Quebec at any rate, 
your best plan will be to go to Paine's hotel, visit 
the heights of Abraham, the fortifications of Cape 
Diamond, the cathedral and the convents, make 
an excursion to Montmorenci and Lorette, and do ail 
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the 4>tlter thing;s that the 'Gtlide Book' and ' The 
•Picture of Quebec* can tell you much better than I 
•can. But if you have no money to throw away, 'and 
wish to have snug quarters for yourself and your family 
next winter, you will jiot stay one hour in Quebec> 
or in any other town, longer than you can possibly 
^void, — but get your luggage on board the Montreal 
«team-boat, and be off if possible in ten minutes 
after anchor has been let go ; — ^fbr by dandling about 
-<}uebec, Montreal, Kingston, and York, you will 
-spend more money and lose more time, than, if pro^ 
-perly employed, might have lodged and fed- yourself 
-and family during the iirst and worst year of your 
residence in the new world. The Canada^Jompatijr 
'have an agent at Quebec for the purpose of for- 
-warding emigrants, who makes contracts with u clas)5 
of common carriers, called forwarders ; and any emi* 
grant, whether he intends to settle upon the Com- 
pany's lands or not, may avail himself of this advan- 
tage by applying to their agent, and- will thus be 
transported to the head of Lake Ontario more cheaply 
tind expeditiously than he otherwise could be, were 
he to make his own bargain* It would be well for 
'all emigrants to take advantage of this arrange** 
ment. 

If you have friends already settled in the province, 
'the best thing you can do, is to write to them to select 
land for you in their own neighbourhood, if possible^ 
-—and to enter into such preliminary arrangements as 
will enable you to take possession the inoment you 



anm, |u^*lasi9 not a day In setting l^inrorkupim 
jqur &na» If you do not possess this adv«iiiag^, 
ypu ought to pcoceed to Yock» tlie coital of the 
provincei where the greatest quantity of land is for 
anie^ and them fix on the proper plaoe to set up 
-your staff. 

Jf yon have little. or no money^ you may apply tQ 
the. agent for emigiaats, who will put you in the waj 
«f procurkig lands at a cheap rate, and on easy con- 
\ditioos, in the back townships ; or, if you prefer word- 
ing to enable you to pay for lands in a be tter<* settled 
country, he may probably inform you where good 
•wages £an be procured. If yon have money enough 
•to pay a first mstalment and keep yourself an^ 
.faihily for a year, you had better apply at the office 
4>f the Canada Company or ihe CroWn Commiflr 
4l0|ier» where you will receive every information as to 
4be lands nMNit suitable to your circnmstanoes and 
^iews, and learn the terms on which they are willing 
4o sell them. Those of the Canada Company are 
generally as follows : — ^Having fixed upon a lot, yon 
<oSer the price at which their surveyors have value4 
it, and on paying a first instalment of onerfifth 
4own, and signing five notes of hand, each for 
one-fiflh of the remainder payable yearly with in- 
tere^ till tho whole is liquidatied, you receive 
.what is called a letter of licence, whidii at one^ 
^eknowledges tlve receipt of the money paid, and 
jgivea yon full possession of the lands ; and when 
ihe hat promissory note is paid off, you receive a' 



TCgtilar deed for the lands, and Jbyfliwith become 
entitled to all the privileg^es, dignities, and hnmunU 
'Ues of Canadian freeholders. Strangers in the pro- 
vince sometimes get taken in, in an ui^criptural 
ficiise of the term, by purchasing lands £rom indivt^ 
duals with defective titles, or no titles at all. If the 
party pays the iv hole money at ojice, this risk maybe 
obviated, as these is a register office in each county;,. 
«nd by consuking that, he can ascertain if any and 
what burthens are up<m the estate ; but if he is t» 
-pay the pnrchase moiiey.by instalments, he must 
jdepend wholly on Uie character of the seller ; for 
even though he register his lien on the farm, he 
Is laying out his labour and money on it, which m 
jenhancing its value to a much greater amount than 
ihe mere repayment of his instalments will cover. 

If you have no particular motives to indoee yott 

to settle in one part of the province more than 

4Ulother, I would recommend to you the Canada 

Company's Huron Tract, and for the following rea* 

sons ; — 

Ist. The land, as I shall have occasion to show,. 
-is equal to any in the province, and superior to much 
.the greater part of it. 

2d. The very great extent of land (nearly eleven 
hundred thousand acres) gives the settler an exten- 
sive power of selection, which he does not possess in 
any other part of the province; and when a commtjf- 
inity, however numerous, comes but, they are enabled 
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4o settle together, without any other party interfering 
^ith them. 

3d. It possesses numerous • streams capaUe fof 
driving any given quantity of machinery, whether for 
mills, manufactories, or farming purposes, and it has 
-water-conveyance to carry away produce. 
^ 4th. Being from 120 to 400 feet above the 
Jevel of lake Huron, it is healthy, and the prevalent 
.winds, the north-west, west, and south-* west, blowing 
over the lake, which from its depth never freezes, 
temper the rigour of the winter frost and summer 
Jieat ; and the snow, which has always hitherto fallen 
in .sufficient quantity to afford good winter road$^ 
^prevents the frost from getting into the grx^und, ^o 
•that the moment it melts the spring commences, and 
the cattle have pasture in the woods fully three 
.weeks sooner than in the same parallel of latitude on 
the shores of lake Ontario-^a great advantage to 
the farmer under any circumstances, but an invaiu- 
-able privilege to a new settler, whose chief difficulty 
is to procure feeding for his stock during winter. - 
, 5th. Crown and clergy reserves have long been a 
.bar to the settlement and improvement of the pro- 
vince, though the nuisance is now, to a certain extent, 
.abating by their sale on fair terms ; but no legislative 
.enactment can secure the pec^le against absentee 
.proprietors, that is, persons about the government 
.who have received large grants. of land, or others 
who have purchased from these, and who hold them 
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tni, by the labour of their neighbours, roads are cut, 
and their ralue increased. Now^ in the Huron tract 
there are no reserves of any kind ; and as for absentee 
proprietors, the Company's regulations compel all its 
settlers to clear about three and a half per cent, of 
their land annually for the first seven years. This is 
no hardship ; for a man, if he means to do good, will 
clear much more of his own accord, and if he has no 
such intention, it is only fair to prevent him from 
injuring his neighbour. The Company has made 
good roads through the tract ; and this regulation, by 
making every farm be opened towards the road, not 
only keeps them so, from letting in the sun and air 
upon then», but secures the residence of eight families 
on every mile of the road, by whose statute labour it 
can be kept in the very best repair. 
' It has been objected by some, that this tract of 
country is out of thte world ; but no place can be 
oonsidered in that light, to which a steam-boat can 
eome ; and on this continent, if you find a tract of good 
Innd, and open it for sale, the world will very soon 
come to you. Sixteen years ago, the town of Rochester 
consisted of a tavern and a blacksmith's shop — it is 
now a town containing upwards of 16,000 inhabit- 
lints. 

The first time the Huron tract was ever trod by 
tiie foot of a white man was in the summer of 1827 ; 
next summer a road was commenced, and that winter 
and in the ensuing spring of 1829, a few individuals 
made a lodgment : now it contains upwards of 600- 

c 



inhabitants, witb taTjerns, shop^^ alev^' ffrfst hnAi 
saw mills, and every kind of eowrenieiiee tkaf & nam 
settler can require ; and if the tide of eBngfatkm em^. 
tixnies to set in as strongly as it has done, in ten years 
from this date it may be as thickly seltkd as djof 
part of Anaerica,-— for Goderieh has wafeer-^wera 
quite equal to Rochester, and the surremidlii^ 
country possesses much superior soiL > 

Enigrants are often anxioua to purchase a faraa* 
partially cleared; and for those who can aiS;>rd it, thisi 
is a very good plan. But you must not let jwrnt- 
Unglish prejudices against stumps lead you, witbosl 
further inquiry, to give an extravagant price for a fan»« 
where the stumps have disappeared; for from the slo*-^ 
venly mode of farming pursued ia this country, these*, 
farms are oflen yphat are emphatically deAomisliteA 
exhausted^ — that is to say,, crc^ aiier crop of wheat has 
b,een taken c^ them until they ave so completely de^ 
prived of the power of supporting vegetable liie» that* 
they will yield nothing ; and then, when they wiU not. 
return the seed that is sown in them,, the wily pr^ 
prietor finds a greenhorn who wants, a fiaa cleared^ 
&rm, which he leU him ham. for a hasdsome eoiH-. 
sideraiion ;: and next autumn the poor man- discovitffSr 
too late, that it will cost him more money to bnagv 
his purchase into* heart, tbaa would, have; bought and 
cleared a wild faraub Ta sack aa extent is this s^eb^ 
tern carried^ of glowing wheat withaut relteving the. 
land by a rotation of eiops, er a single cart^kMid of. 
uaAute, that I have knowii twentv-sevca eropa c^ 



PURCIUISBr OV CAND. 29" • 

T«li«ttft£]»]».offaftdii eElnsfcodvely, aiid ttKeft^.asa 
msUtrof coursCyifit cannot be soldyitis allowed ta^- 
gprov up witbbnafsr and boombUis, and tbe owner 
8^ hinuwif to diear new land. Persons, wishing^ ta 
buy a cleared farm vrould do well to take* a-farm Ibv ' 
ar^r ov soy^unlii they have aeqaired snificient know- 
Tedge of the conntry to be able to judge for th^a^' 
sd.'ves, as to what purchase would be eligible for the 
purposes they have m view^ 
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€apf, B."^ Well, John, what land of night faaveiKre had?' 
w ;SimuM/',«*»Why) yoiut honour,, it anew a littlo- in the fbte pait^ 
cif the lugjit, hut towaids raovning.it frizz horndU' 

Dialogs between an Officer and Ait man John, 



Climatt'irf UppBT CanadeUs 

The people of England, generally speaking, are not- 
aWare tlut sueh a part of the world a» Canada 
einats; an^ those fbw whose researches have been se^ 
wellieonduGtcKl as to< ha^e arrived at that important 
fSJLQt, hi»te 4ieard of General Wolfe, who$ in the reign*^^ 
df George^ the 9ei0iind^ took Quebec; and may pos^' 
fidAf ha^e heard* thalj Quebec was notr woiifti' the* 
taking;— -mora* eepeeivUy if tkey ha^e listened to th<i^' 
pIlildBoptiy whieli pro^ilss that colonies are a burdento 
tile matlieiH'0<niiitvy». ov have read in: Volteire's Can- ' 
dWty ,(]^ tliuikv fov hattog no boojce- beve' exoept the ' 

g2 
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Bible» I am obliged to quote from xuemory^) ^ that 
France and England were then engaged in a eon* 
teat for \ some acres of ice and snow in North 
America/ Now to these worthy folk we are about 
to tell something worth knowing. 

It never has been accountable to met how the 
beat of the sun is regulated* There is no part of 
Upper Canada that is not to the south of Pen* 
zance, yet there is no part of England where the 
cold is so intense as in Canada ; nay, there is no 
cold in England equal to the cold of Virginia, whicli* 
were it on the European side of the hemisphere, 
would be looked upon as an almost tropical climate. 
To explain to an European what the climate of 
Upper Canada is, we would say» that in summer it 
is the climate of Italy, in winter that of Holland ;) 
but in either case we should only be giving an illus** 
tration, for in both winter and summer it possesses 
peculiarities which neither of these two climates pos- 

The summer heat of Upper Canada generally 
ranges towards 80^ Fahrenheit; but should Uie wind 
blow twenty-four hours steadily from the north, it 
will fall to 40^ during the night. The reason of 
this seems to be the enormous quantity of forest over 
which that wind blows,, and the leaves of the treeS:. 
affording such an extensive surface of evaporation. 

One remarkable peculiarity in the climate of 
Canada, when compared with those to which we have 
likened it» is its dryness. Far from the oce^n, the.. 
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salt particles that somehow or other exist in the at- 
mosphere of sea-bounded countries are not to be 
Jbund here ; roofs of tinned iron of fifty years' stand- 
ing are as bright as the day they came out of the 
shop ; and you may leave a charge of powder in your 
gun for a month, and find, at the end of it, that it 
goes off without hanging fire. 

The diseases of the body, too, that are produced 
by a damp atmosphere, are uncommon here. It may 
be a matter of surprise to some to hear, that pectoral 
and catarrhal complaints, which, from an association 
of ideas they may connect with cold, are here hardly 
known. In the cathedral at Montreal, where from 
^ree to five thousand people assemble every Sunday, 
you will seldom find the service interrupted by a 
cough, even in the dead of winter and in hard frost; 
whereas, in Britain, from the days of Shakspeare, 
«venin a small country church, * coughing drowns the 
parson's saw.' Pulmonary consumption, too, the 
scourge alike of England and the sea-coast of Ame- 
rica, is so rare in the northern parts of New York and 
Pennsylvania, and the whole of Upper Canada, that 
in eight years' residence I have not seen as many 
cases of the disease as I have in a day's visit to a 
provincial infirmary at home. The only disease 
.we are annoyed with here, that we are not accus- 
tomed to at home, is the intermittent fever, — and 
that, though most abominably annoying, is not by any 
means dangerous : indeed^ one of the most annoying 
xircumstances connected with it is, that, instead of 
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• being sympathised with, you are onfly laughed' ift. 

: Otherwise the climate is intinitely more heahhy 

than that of England. Indeed, it may be pr#- 

fiounced the most healthy country under the »ini, 

considering that whisky can be procured for aboiit 

. one shilling sterling per gallon. } 

Though the cold of a Canadian winter is great, 
it is neither distressing nor disagreeable. There is 
no day during winter, except a rainy one, in whidi 
a man need be kept from his work. It is a fact, 
though as startling as some of the dogmas of thfe 
Edinburgh school of political economy, that ^e 
thermometer is no judge of warm or cold weather. 
Thus, with us in Canada, when it is low, (iay tft 
zero,) there is not a breath of air, and yoa ea$i 
judge of the cold of the morning by the smt^oe 
rising from the chimney of a cottage, and shooting 
up straight like the steeple of a chorch, then gra* 
dually melting away in the beautiful clear blue of iiie 
juomiog sky ; yet in such weather it is impossible 
<to go through a day's march in your great coat:; 
whereas, at home, when the wind blows from the 
north-east, though the thermometer stands at from. 
55^ to 60°, you find a fire far from oppressive. The 
fact is, that a Canadian winter is by far the pl«a- 
santest season of the year, for everybody is idle, and 
everybody is determined to enjoy himself. 

Between the summer and winter of Caaada a 
season exists, called tlte Indian summer. During 
this period^ the atmosphere has a soioky, lutzy effiecl» 
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which is ascribed by the people generally to the 
simultaneous burning of the prairies of the western 
part of the continent. This explanation I take to be 
absurd ; since, if it were so. to be accounted for, the 
wind must necessarily blow from that quarter, which 
is not in all instances the case. During this period^ 
which generally occupies two or three weeks of the 
month of November, the days are pleasant, and with 
abundance of sunshine, and the nights present a 
cold clear black frost. When this disappears, the 
rains commence, which always precede winter ; for 
jt is a proverb in the Lower Province, among the 
French Canadians, that the ditches never freeze till 
jthey are full. Then comes the regular winter, which, 
if rains and thaws do not interfere, is very pleasant^ 
.and that is broken up by rains again, which last 
until the strong sun of the middle of May renders 
everything dry and in good order. 

A satirical friend of mine gave a caricature account 
of the climate of the province, when he said that, for 
two months of the spring and two months of the 
autumn, you are up to your middle in mud ; for four 
months of summer you are broiled by the heat» 
choked by the dust, and devoured by the mosqui;- 
toes ; and for the remaining four months, if you get 
.your nose above the snow, it is to have it bit off by 
the frost. 
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Chapter V*. 



^ *Ti8 merry, 'tis merry, in the good green wood. 
When the mavis and merle are singing, 
When the deer sweep by, and the hounds are in cxy. 
And the hunter's horn is ringiug.* 

Sir Walter Scott, 



Field- Sports in Canada, 

Having settled yourself and got things into some 
kind of tolerable order and comfort, you will next 
begin to think how you may amuse your leisure 
liours. And in the midst of forests abounding with 
game, and lakes and rivers teeming with fish, (more 
especially if, as often happens with the new settler, 
his principal food should be salted provisions,) the 
gun and the fishing-rod naturally suggest themselves* 
not merely as an innocent mode of passing an hour, 
but as the means of furnishing the family larder with 
the most savoury part of its contents. 

If any one doubted the doctrine of original sin 
and the innate perverseness of mankind, the conduct 
of the English emigrants arriving in this country 
would go a good way to convert him to a more or- 
thodox way of thinking. There have arrived in the 
province within these three last years perhaps 
15,000 English agricultural labourers; and it is no 
very great stretch of the imagination to suppose that 
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Kvery twentieth man of them, when at' home, was a 
poacher, or at least had some practical knowledge 
of the use of a fowling-piece, and had in his days 
infringed on the laws of the land in defiance of 
the wrath and dispkasnre of the squire, the denun*- 
ciations of the' parson, the terrors of the gaoU 
the treadmill, the hulks and Botany Bay, and the 
disgrace whici^ attaches to one whose life is an ha^ 
bitual war with the laws. Yet, when these fellows 
Jiave been a few months in Canada, they no more 
think of shooting than if they were cockneys. And 
why ? Because here it would be not only a harm*^ 
^ess amusement, but an honest, respectable and 
juseful mode of making the two ends of the year 
laeet, wbHe there it was fraught with danger to both 
^ife and character* Accordingly we find, that York^ 
pn the banks of a lake, and surrounded by a forest, 
is not to say indifferently supplied, but positively 
iwithout anything like a regular supply of fish or 
f^ame ; and when you do by accident stumble on a 
jNrace of partridges, or a couple of wild ducks, you 
pay more for them than you would in almost any 
{Mirt of Great Britain, London excepted. In fact» 
Unless a man is himself a sportsman, or has friends 
who are so, and who send him game, he may live 
aeven years in York, and, with the exception of an 
occasional haunch or saddle of venison, may never 
fiee game on his table. I wonder, would a total 
repeal of the game laws produce anything of a si? 
jnihir effisct at home ? 

c5 
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Few people* then, in this conntry, except such 
whose sporting propensities have still stirek by them^ 
and some ofiicerB at the different garrisons, who want 
something to kill the time, engage in a regular day's 
shooting; but when a man goes into the woods, at 
any rate he takes his gun with him^ in case he should 
&J1 in with a deer that might replenish his stock of 
provisions, or a bear whose skin he may wish to bor-^ 
irow against next winter. 

Many gentlemen coming out to Canada thinks 
that, as the country is rough, nothing hot the spaniel 
•or setter will do. There cannot be a greater mistake. 
A setter is useless when he is not under your eye, 
tmd that he never can be for any very long time in 
Canada : be Is naturally rash and self-willed, and mo 
error that he commits can with safety be passed over 
without a most unmerciful castlgation, if you mean 
that he shall ever stand the least in awe of you ; but 
^hen he finds that only one fault out of ten which 
he commits can be detected, he will take his beating 
for that, in the hope that he will escape the next time» 
^for with animals, as with man, it is much more the 
certainty than the quantum of punishment that ren* 
dersit efficacious,) and you will soon find that he will 
scamper into the midst of a covey, and follow them 
full cry under your very nose. Therefore, before 
you sail for Canada, make a present of your setter 
Carlo to your cousin, who is going to the north next 
August for the grouse season : — there his strength 
and travel will render him invaluable, his rough feet 
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lieverbe injured by the heather^ and above all the 
-openness of the moor will enable his master to oV 
serve hia every motion at a mile's distance ; and brin^ 
.to this country your smooth-haired pointers, Juno 
And Ponto^ whose more gentle, docile, and timid dis* 
|>06itton8 will render them more amenable to your 
Toice and whistle when out of your sight, and whom, 
if. they dooffendy one sound drubbing will overawe 
for four-and-twenty hours at least. 

In pheasant shooting the cocker would be useful ; 
for pheasants are found in swamps and close cover 
irhere it is very difficult to go, and when once sprung^ 
.the barking of the dog makes them sooner take to a 
tree again, where the continuation of the uproar at 
/once makes them sit» and warns you where they are 
<to be found.. 

Of dogs tliat follow by scent, t should prefer the 
•Stag-hound, and if he has a cross of the blood- hound, 
-so much the better. Study his voice as sedulously as 
you would that of Mr. Braham, or Madame Pasta ; 
for on his musical powers much of his usefulness 
as a member of society depends. His business is 
to hunt the deer into the water ; and as you must 
ettack in a canoe, and may be at a great distance at 
the time, it is necessary that he should possess a 
sufficiently powerful bravura to let you know where 
you are wanted though three miles off. 

Greyhounds have been calumniated in this country. 
It is said first, that they won't live ; and second, that 
they would be of no use if they did. — I deny both the 



4>ne assecUeiki, «BAd tbe -otli^r; for I have seen snay 
Jke greyhouikls in ttiis country; «iHltliough a sdndU, 
Jtbin-skiAned^ sil^ky-^hurecl, 'dnwiog'^ioom ^t oi » 
Surrey, hound caiuiat be expeeted to dash througli 
itfaick QOYer that would ««idaiiger the salei^ of lis 
:6lender limbs, yet, eould awoHf-lioiiBd, or &u;yiig'ibat, 
a strong, roug>h, wke«haived aaoncter, B^uehas is vsed 
Jn the hilly districts of Seotland^ be iotrodiioed,.! 
"think he might piove efieettve in ibe woods ^wsSi 
fox, deer, or wolf, sad alt aU ewBts would bieed 
4ureber8, — a highly vahiabk dogM tiiis country, wh^ 
,we are apt 1o apply to the taking of gattie, the rule 
fthat Napoleon appUed to the taMng of nations, -v^. 
jthat the end justifies the means. In faiet. Trans- 
atlantic aportkig is a very non <9»o ^ed ^ttooMM^o kind 
«of proceeding. Wherever there are vernoin, tenricite 
'are invaluable. In Canada thcM are plenty of the 
.former, therefore let the latter be brottgdKt hidier. 
.The Scoteh wire^baired, blaek^^nuzzkd, :or ti^ ^mg- 
;U6h .snow-'ball, is the best. . 

If you havte a rkfle^ you may juatas wefi brkig it, 

;<»r, if you have plenty of money, you may buy one 

from Nock, who is the best maker in London ; but 

if you havie a good tovn^made (donble-ibarrel, j& 

xifie is unneocsfiary, as a little baliopiaetice 'mil 

*<etiable you to put a ball into a playing card at thnty- 

five or forty paees, and tbat is as far out as, dwiqg 

. the greater part of the year, you will «»er see deer ; 

and by loading one barrel with fihot, and the olher 

twlth ball or buck-shot, you are in utrumque par€UitM, 



' Id Ibn^ the' deer and it^r hualers Inrve long es« 
'.«iia9g^«l the rifle for the Maaton, wkkfa from vpTBt- 
^'taee they use with equal piectsionv and nroeh greifUr 
^•qmclaiess. There were, in the joar ISl-B, three offi- 
,cers in one eaiitomneat, any one «if whom wmild 
' bam taken a bet tof three to one, that he wowdd bai sl 
:c»cket ball howled away, -with a siB^e bctOet. IT, 
' however, 700 prefer the nfle, yoa can ^et thism ki 
^ jthieeDOBiry, eoarsely fiokhedio he wire, but peifeotly 
(tnie and cheap, at firom BZ. to 15/. ciirxieney. 

le Canadian sporting H is ^iken neeesBary ^ fire 
.•at aighU or in the imperfeet light of the ^venhigDr 
/flMraing, In that ease you will fiihl it;il v^eiy greftt 
insflistaoee, to mark the baitd^ith a chalk tiaefroBi 
.the hreech to the sight. Thfts.hint may be useful kt 

• CKWiing bofoe at night in England, when you ofteb 
{Walk, up a.e0rey too lired wilh their day's exertkxi 
.' to be wild. 

1 At the head of our quadraped game is the deer. 
'He is larger than the faliaw deer of England ; and 
his horns, :we wonld say, are twined the wrong way, 
and are differently shaped from those of the deer of 
-Earope* They are found in great ahandanoe in 
.erery part of the provhiee. Deer stalking is much 
' practised ; but to practise it with- success, you must 
t be acquainted wilh the topography of the neighbour- 
;liood, and know the -salt licks and other hannts. 

• Another way is, to let a canoe or raft float down .a 
, «tMaxn during the midsuomner night with a bright 
\ iight. upon it This seems to dazzle or fascinate the 
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' animal, who is fond of standing in the water when 
the mosquitoes are troublesome in the woods ; and if 
the manoeuvre be skilfully managed without noise, 
he will allow you to come within a few yards of hin>; 
«^-so near indeed will he aUow yon thus to approach^ 
that there have been instanees known of his haTing^ 
heen killed with a fish spear. The most certain and 
deadly mode of proceeding, however, is to send your 
dogs into the woods some miles from the banks of a 
lake or ^reat river, and ' hark down' on the 8cent» 
ivhen he will be suve to run for the water« where yon 
ean knock him on the head from a boat or canoe. 
But even la this defenceless position you must n^ 
approadi him rashly, for he gives an ugly wound with 
his horns; and with the sharp hoofs of his fore fee^ 
he has been known to deal such a blow, as has sepa- 
.rated the muscle from the bone of a man's leg. You 
must, therefore, either shoot him, knock him on the 
head) drown him by holding down his head with an 
oar, or seize hold of him by the seat, and make him 
tow the boat until he is exhausted, and can be mas« 
tered. 

In deer stalking, and, indeed, all kinds of sport-* 
ing in this country, it is oflen necessary to camp out» 
^--that is, bivouac in the woods. This would appear 
to a man who is curious in well-aired sheets, as the 
next way to the other world ; but in reality there is 
nothing either dangerous or unpleasant in the pro<^ 
ceeding. Every man carries with him in the woods^ 
punk, that is, German tinder, a fungous excrescence of 



-ihe maple, and a flint. With this and the back of hw 
knife, a light is strack, and the ignited piece cut 
, off from the mass. This is put into dry moss, and 
blown or swung round the head until it blazes, and 
thus a large fire of logs is kindled* Spruce and 
hemlock are stripped, and moss gathered to make a 
. bed ; and if it be dry overhead, noUiing further is ne- 
cessary, the party alt sleeping with their feet turned 
towards the tire. If, however, it threatens rain, 
& tent or wigwam of bark can soon be erected, per- 
fectly weather tight. And in winter this may be 
rendered more comfortable by shovelling the snow 
-up on the walls so a» to exclude the wind. 

When a bear funs away with one of your pigs* 
there is no use in going afUr him, hallooing, without 
a gun. You may scare him away from the mutilated 
carcase, but it will make but indifferent pork ; since 
not being bred in Leadenhall or Whitechapel, he has 
but a slovenly way of slaughtering. But trace to 
where he has dragged it, and near sunset let self and 
• friend hide themselves within easy distance, and he 
will be certain to come for his supper, which, like all 
sensible animals, he prefers to every other meal. 
Nay, it is highly probable, if he possesses the gal- 
lantry which a well-bred bear ought to have, he will 
' bring Mrs. Bniin and all the children along with 
him, and you can transact business with the whole 
family at once. 

In hunting the bear, take all the curs in the village 
along with you. Game dogs are useless for this pur- 



pose; Rimless {irop^rly tE4in4d« tfa€y #f i^ tte 

tluroftt, and get torn to pieces or hugged to deafli for 

Uieir pains. The cars yelp after him, bite 'bis rump, 

:and make him tree*, where he can be shot. The 

bear of Canada is seldom dangevoas^ H« is always 

ready to. enter into a treaty, similar to what my Liord 

. Brougham negotiated lat^^ with Lord Londonderry, 

viz. let*be for let^be"— but if wounded, he is dan- 

.gerous ia the e:ttreme. You shonld always, there- 

.fore, huBt« him in couples, and have a shot in 

ieserre, or a goodly cudgel, ready to< apply to. the root 

of his nose, wheie he is as Tulnerable as Achilles was 

in the he^L Some ludicrQiis stories aare told of bear- 

, hunting ; - for Bruin is rather a humourist in his way. 

A friend of mine, with his sunreying party, ten nien 

in ail, once treed a very latge one ; they immediate^ 

.cut clubs, and set to work to fell the tree. Bmixi 

.seemed inclined to maintain his position, till the tree 

, began to lean, when he slid down to about fifteen 

feet from the ground, and then clasped his fore-paws 

.over his head and let himself tumble amongst them. 

* <' Tree-to''^an American verb active, signifying to make 
' any animal take to a tree. In Kentucky, and otlier places inter 
■ barharoi^ nigger hunting is a favourite sport. When a slave 
! runs away so often that there is no hope of the terror of the 

cowjBkin keeping him at home, a party is made up for a nigger 

hunt, for the purpose of shooting him ' pour encourager les 
' autres.* It is looked upon as adding considerable zest to the 

sport, when you have the good luck to tree the nigger ; as then 
. yoii can exhibit your dexterity, and, like Bob Acres, ' bring 

him down st.a long shot.* 
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Every club was raised, but Bruin was on the alert^ 
he made a chaise, upset the man immediately in 
front, and escaped with two or three thumps on tiie 
rump, which he valued not one pin. 

When once they have killed a pi^, if you do not 
-manage to kill the bear, you will never keep one 
hog ; for they will come back till they have taken the 
last of them ; — they will even invade the sacred pre- 
cincts of the hog-stye. An Irishman in the New^ 
castle district once caught a bear flagrante delicto^ 
dragging a hog over the walls of the pew. Pat, in- 
stead of assailing the bear, thought only of securing 
his property ; so he jumped into the stye, and seized 
the pig by the tail. Bruin having hold of the ears, 
they had a dead pull for possession, till the whilliloo- 
ing of Pat, joined to the plaintive notes of his protegij 
brought a neighbour to his assistance, who decided 
the contest in Pat's favour by knocking the assailant 
on the head. — A worthy friend of mine, of the legal 
profession, and now high in office in the colony, 
once, when a young man, lost his way in the woods, 
and seeing a high stump, clambered up it with the 
hope of looking around him. While standing on the 
top of it for this purpose, his foot slipped, and he was 
precipitated into the hollow of the tree, beyond the 
power of extricating himself. Whilst bemoaning here 
his hard fate, and seeing no prospect before him, 
save that of a lingering death by starvation, the light 
above his head was suddenly excluded, and his view 
of the sky, his only prospect, shut out by the inter- 



4$ nsLiH»Knm. 

.•^ei^ion of a dense iiiedium, and b^rasd by he fielt tke 
hairy poBteitors of a bear descend upoa him. Witb 
•the eotini^ of deapair he seiased last hold ^ Brain 
behind, and by this meaos was dragpiped once waan 
into upper day. Nothing, surely, but the instiiict of 
consanguinity could have induced Bruin thus toei- 
tricate his distressed broUier. 

Otters are abundant ; and I should think, were an 
4>Uer padc brought out, the sport would be as good 
here as in England ; but it has never been tried. 
-The foxes are smaller and of a more delicate fur thtm 
«urs ; indeed, the silver fox produces one of the 
-finest furs we have. 

An animal, something between the hare and the 
rabbit, frequents the swamps. It is commoidy 
trapped, and makes good soup, but is poor in aiiy 
other shape. The racoon is hunted in marshy 
grounds, by moonlight, treed by dogs, and then either 
shot or killed by felling the tree« He is valuable ior 
his fur, and when baked with potatoes his flesh 
is esteemed a delicacy. I never ate it myself, from 
prejudice, — ^which is the more inconsistent, as I do 
not object to a black squirrel, and have made a luost 
comfortable breakfast off a hind- quarter of a bewr 
cub. The beaver is rarely seen, as you must look 
for him deep in the woods, he always flying the 
habitations of man. The varieties of the pole-cat 
kind are numerous, including the ermine. The 
.wolf is the only very mischievous beast of prey we 
have, and h" worries sheep ; but the legislature ha^ 






ri»^ cffnred a fmemiam.iar ibeird[cflliBHetfoii» they wMl 
•-coon be thdniaed'out. > 

There isime cariMfs Tpimmmkemcm that may jualae 

y-wekl Jbe ncnlkined iiere as any vfben else; the«t- 

'traonAiuary and uoaecountable flugiraiioii of eertaia 

i^aaxBials of this eoflRtiaeait Squinsels, ^ireadbes, ndec, 

:niole&4 &(v, apfDear ki ^neat anotbert for a jaoDth or 

ffiix weeks, and then as suddenly dtsaf>pesir — * Came 

like sih&do99, 00 depart' With the squirrel tribe* 

tliis can be aceomitod for. Tbis contiaeoi cantaint, 

.perhaps, oae thousand times as zmaeh uncleared as 

.coltivated land ; aad when the aoorns and beecb- 

.mast fail in the woods, the squirrels mnsit aeek for 

aabfidsteBee in the eorn^fields. In the siHsiner and 

amtttRin of 1628, black squinnels w«re so abundaat 

that <he boys killed them with sticks or with bluated 

•arrows, to such an extent that they sold their skins £ar 

iive shilliags per hundred ; since that time they are 

jrarely to be met with in the cultivated fields. 

In the year 1827, the party exploring the nOiW 
•Canada Coaipany's Huron tract, were much annoyed 
hy an animal, called by the inhabitants of the coiuh* 
try a mole, and by the French Canadians the same 
(Jtaupe)^ though it is more like the shrew-mouse 
•than the £ttropean mole, except in the striieture 
^ its ibre-paws, for it does not construct its mines 
and galleries in the earth, but among the roots of 
(the grass and the leaves. These pests kept rumiing 
dover the faces of the party all night, pokiag their 
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lonf slender aoses up the nostrils mid into the eyes 
of the poor people while asleep; and, om one ocei^ 
sion, one of them eommenced making a meal on 
the upper lip of an unfortunate Scotchman, who 
raised a cry that wakened the whole camp, under the 
conviction that the Indians had made a nig^ht attack 
on them. Whenever a fish was caught and laid on 
the beach, you were sure, if absent ten minutes, to 
find it deprived of its eyes ; and if for half an hour, 
four or live of them would have found a lodgment in 
the abdomen, while as many more were lugging at 
its sides. In fact, so numerous were these vermin, 
that you killed many by treading on them. From that 
date, July, 1827, to the present, February, 1832, 
Hot oue single solitary individual of the species hals 
been seen on the same ground. Now, though we can 
account for squirrels, whose kingdom seems to be the 
top of the forest, and who have the power of swim- 
ming rivers and traversing immense tracts of coun- 
try with a rapidity that nothing unwinged can 
equal, advancing Mid retiring like Cossacks,^— how 
t»fi we account for such slow sluggish animals as I 
have described, who, if they had travelled above the 
surface, must have become a perfect banquet to thie 
kites and owls, appearing and disappearing in the 
numbers stated ? Some years ago, the Talbot settle^ 
ment was invaded by an army of weazles, which 
boldly entered the houses, - and though from six to 
a dozen of them were killed every day, in one gen-* 



tkmaii^s boose, not a single female was ever found 
among the casual^es. How can this be accounted 
for? * I pause for a reply;' as orators say. 
. The wild turkey takes the lead of our Upper Ca* 
nadian feathered game. He is found in the London 
loid western districts exclusively ; though I have 
heard^ that in New England, he is domiciliated much 
farther to the north. He is Iarge» weighing from 25 
to 351bs.» of a dark colour, which in some indi-^ 
viduals is lighter, and in others approaches to a 
leaden gray ; and is very like the domestic turkey of 
the country, which, there is little doubt, must in many 
instances hold the same relation to him as the half 
Indian (' or bois br ul^,' as the French call them) 
does to the original proprietor of the soi). You can 
oidy distinguish him from his civilized cousin by a 
quick, iirm» light infantry step in his gait, and his. 
independent, watchful look*. At certain periods oC 
the year, be is anything but shy. I have walked 
along the highway for half a mile at leasts with a 
€ock of fourteen of them marching in front of me all 
the time within easy shot : some of them marching 
in the middle of the road, some hopping up on the 
xail fences and running along them, some jumping 
over into the neighbouring field, but none showing- 
any unreasonable fear of me. 

They are game, for pointers will set them ; and in 
lawns at home I have seen a pointer draw upon a 
turkey ; but all that I have heard about dark flesh 
and game flavour I have found utter trash* If you 
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shoot then^ «iAcUa»i bleed tfaemv iheit fiiisli"i»iio<^ 
sb white' IS thaibf the tuirkits we see on our ti^le»;: 
but so I suspect would be that ef a doMtestic ter- 
key, if it were treated ia the same way ;. and as. 
for the game ilarour, so hr as I can jadg»e^. I defy 
the' lord mayor and coart of aldermea toipokrt out 
the diference between a wrld and a .tame turkey 
if placed on the table before them, liHse ail' wiid 
g^aUoiaceous fowls, he runs like a Belgian ; and if' 
yeu' wing him and harve not a dog, it is pretty eer- 
tftjn, whether he escape death ov not, he wdi escape- 
yon. I heard of a respectable, fat elderly gentle-^- 
fnan who wounded one in » fbnr-aere fields and wtfcy^ 
had nearly broken his wind in pursuing him and 
trying to hem. him^ into a eorner, when v Samnritin, 
passing by, recommended his Cryhig the efect eT 
another shot ii^on him, which succeeded<to admiral 
don> for he bagged hhn without further trouble; 

Wild geese and wild swans weonly see in trcm^ 
stttf. In Canada the climate is too hot for then» 
in- summer, and too cold in winter ; so tkey pass the- 
fotmer on tbe shores of Hudson's Bay, and>' the latter 
among the jolly planters in the southern states,— «* 
l&ereby showing their good taste, for these last ant* 
the cmiy^ body-of gentlemen that as yet exists npoir* 
this continent. 

'" A Bird, edled' the partridge,, though it is in i«afity 
of ^e .pheasant kind, is found ali over the Amerieaii- 
ifenlanenir; tftey-are of two sorts, the spruce and the' 
Btrdi,'8o eafied from the diifierent bnd» whieh the^ 



d df6agreeal)fe> tovpetitiBe flftv^oar, from tk« Btxfenre of 

it9 dH^t. Tbes« build upon tbe groaB«l, bol as soon* 

ai» they eau %, pi^eb upon trees. It is stad^ that, if 

you shoot the lowest first, you can sometiaies bag' 

tbe whole covet ; but I have never becn< able to get 

move thaa two shots at a ttsofe* 

T Girottse arefeund ofi the plarns o# ilhe Westerife Dis-^ 

triet. They are Hike the European grouse, but smaller. 

I bttre nesrev eatea any of them, so I camfiot say any^* 

tbing as 'U> their taste or favcrar, bat they mal^ good' 

sport < 

1 Th» <|uaii here I talce to be a «iaaU species of the 

partridge ; for, whereas the quail of Europe is a birdj 

of passage, that of America remains aU the year round,, 

and* feces even the severest winter, whem they may ^ 

he seen Mke chiekeas round the barns and farm^ 

yafdfi. They mnkt excellent sporty as they arenurae^ 

voiisi aad 'very swift on the wing. They are founct 

abaiidantly in the Home, Gore, Niagwa, London^ 

ami Westerat Diatriets^ 

• The snipe and wood*eock are also abundant, — the^ 
fesraer a little larger, aad the latter a little less than 
IIm Engiisb btrd« la this eoomtry, there are two sea*- 
aNwfersiK»etkig them>-^thespmgwhea theyarrrvcfe^ 
ta bleed, and the ac^uma after the young haive flo wm 
In the ktter seasoiy they are sdll found in ^nriiies,— <*^ 
theoUpoar^aDdfron three Ho- five young oues.. They 
are im g^reat nuintoevB in botil proviiiees ;- but iw the» 
MgUtaudioisdof Seiel, ii» tbe Lewes FroiviBee, wfaenf 
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they arrive in the spring, they rise In such flocks, th&t 
yon have only to fire in amon^ them to brin^ down 
two or three at a shot ; and at Chippewa, I have knowa 
a gentleman shoot 173 brace of snipe and wood-cock 
in a day. 

There is a great variety of the duck tribe ; but the 
finest for sport is the wood, or tree-duck« He is ele* 
gant in his form, and with none of the aldermanic 
waddle in his gait that distinguishes the tame duck ; 
he has a beautiful crest of about two inches long, 
which distinguishes him from every other of his 
-species ; and he builds in a tree near a brook, so 
that tracing up the course of any brook you are 
pretty sure to meet with him. 

Every person who has been in America has 
described the interminable flocks of wild pigeons ; so 
L shall not trouble my reader on that score. Some 
two summers ago, a stream of them took it into their 
heads to fly over York ; and for three or four days the 
town resounded with one continued roll of firing* 
as if a skirmish were going on in the streets, — every 
gun, pistol, musket, blunderbuss, and fire-arm of what- 
ever description, was put in requisition. The con-» 
stables and police magistrates were on the alert, and 
offenders, without number, were pulled up, — among 
whom were honourable members of the executive 
und legislative councils, crown lawyers, respectable 
staid citizens, and, last of all, the sheriff of the 
county ; . till at last it was found that pigeons, flying 
within easy shot^ were a temptation too strong foc^ 



human virttie to withstand ; — and so the contest was 
given up, and a sporting jubilee proclaimed to all 
and sundry* 

The stream is no less prolific in sport than the 
forest and field. And if a man thinks proper, in the 
words of Izaak Walton, ' to be pleasant and eat 
a trout/ he can gratify his taste to any extent in 
Upper Canada. Trout are only found in the small 
streams, not in the larger rivers ; the large fish, pro- 
bably, making, the latter unsafe quarters for them. 
They, generally speaking, are small, like those of the 
<noorland-burns at home, but very delicately flavoured. 
When, however, mill-dams are erected on streams, 
they increase in size; and in the- beautiful clear 
streams, fed from springs in the Long Point coun- 
try, they. are as large as I have seen them anywhere 
in England. The banks being ov«rhnng with trees* 
fiy-fiahing ia rarely, to be had,, except you statioa 
yourself on abridge or mill-dam; but the bait they 
take, at all seasons, from the middle of wint^, whea 
you catch them through a hole in the ice, to summer, 
when you^wadi down tlxe middle of the stream 
with it floating before you. .Not being acquainted 
with the ways of the world and the dedeits^ of man- 
kind, a- piece of beef is as good a bait'for Canadian 
trout as any that can be found. 

Of other fish there is no lack ;- and many of them 
have no European name, but are 'v^ry good fish tot 
all that* The pijpe pickerel, maskanong^, black and 
white and rock basS) are to be trolled for ; the carp> 

D 



50 JFIBUh-SPOKTEU 

eocker, and mulket, are taken by net or spear ; the 
cat-fifih, and some others, by night lines. We have 
also the salmon and sturgeon ; but the former neirer 
visiting tlM salt-water, are not like the same fish we 
have at home. The white-fish are caught in such 
quantities as to be, even in the infant state of our 
fisheries, an article of commerce; and the herring, 
which some people, with no more palate than a 
pig, compare to the Loch-Fine, are very numerous ; 
but the monarch of the Canadian waters is the Mac- 
kinaw trout, peculiar to lakes Huron and Superior^ 
which seldom weighs less than twenty, sometimes 
fifty, and in some rare instances has been caught 
ninety pounds weight, and for richness and flavour 
far exceeds any fish we have. 

As a general rule, the farther west you go, the 
better are the lake fish. Thus the fish of Erie 
are superior to those of Ontario, Huron to Erie, and 
Superior to all Every settler who can afibrd it, and 
who intends to settle near a lake, ought to bring out 
a seine net with him. 

Spearing fish is a pretty amuaement It ifrdone by 
standing in the bow of the canoe and motioning with 
your spear how you wish to be guided; and it i» 
much mois productive at night by torch^light thaa 
in the day-time. But I would recommend all infant 
Keptttnes, who are only learning the use of their 
tridents, to practise for some time in shallow water; 
for so sure as they commence their career, they will 
let their zeal outrun their discretioB, and upset the 
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canoe at least twice for once they will strike the 
fish. 

It IS only since writing the above, that I felt 
ki with the first volume of Moore's Life of Lord 
Edward Fitzgendd ; and I eannot describe the plea- 
sure I received from reading his vivid, spirited, and 
aeeurate description of the feelings he experienced ovL 
first taking on him the life of a hunter. At an earlier 
period of life than "Lord Edward had then attained,. 
I made my dkh^i in the forest, and first assumed the 
blanket-coat and the rifie, the moccasin and the 
mow-shoe ; and the extatic feeling of Arab-like in- 
dependence, and the utter contempt for the advan-* 
tage^ and restrictions of civilization which he de- 
scribes, I tiuen felt in its fullest power. And even 
BOW, when my way of life, like Macbeth's, is idling 
* into the sere, the yellow leaf/ and when a tropical 
dimate, privatioB, disease, and thankless toil are- 
eomlnning with advancing years to unstring a frame, 
the strength of which once set hunger, cold, and 
fatigue at defiance, and to undermine a constitution 
that once appeared iron-bound, still I cannot lie 
down by a fire in the woods without the elevating 
feeling, which I experienced formerly, returning, 
though in a diminished degree. And this must be 
human nature; — for it is an undoubted fact, that 
no man who associates with and follows the pursuits 
of the Indian, for any length of time, ever voluntarily 
returns to civilized society. 

What a companion in the woods Lord Edward 

d2 
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must have been ! and how shocking to think that,- with 
talents which would have made him at once the idol 
and the ornament of his profession, and affections 
which must have rendered him an object of. adora- 
tion in all the relations of private life, — with honour, 
with courage, with generosity, with every trait that 
can at once ennoble and endear, — he should never 
have been taught, that there is a higher principle 
of action than the mere impulse of the passions,*-^ 
that he should never have learned, before plun^ 
iug his country into blood and disorder, to haVe 
weighed the means he possessed with the end he 
proposed, or the problematical good with the cer- 
tain evil ! — that he should have had Tom Paine fbc 
a tutor in religion and politics, and Tom Moore for 
a biographer, to hold up as a pattern, instead of 
warning, the errors and misfortunes of a being so 
noble, — to subserve the revolutionary purposes of a 
faction, who, like Samson, are pulling down a fabric 
which will bury both them- and their enemies im- 
der it. 
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Chaptek V. 



' A Dutch dish stewed in its own grease/ — Shakspeark. 

* As to physical causes (of commei'cial power) we shall place 
•at their head the public roads, and establishments which facili- 
tate the transport, , and render safe the deposit of merchan- 
dize.*- — DuPiN. 



Travelling and Communications in Canada, 

' Formerly, that is to say previous to the peace of 
1815, a journey between Quebec and Sandwich 
iras an undertaking^ considerably more tedious and 
troublesome than the voyage from London to Que- 
bec. In the first place, the commissariat of the 
expedition bad to be eared for ; and to that end 
every gentleman who was liable to travel had, as a 
part of his appointment, a provision basket which 
held, generally, a cold round of beef, tin plates and 
drinking cups, tea, sugar, biscuits, and about a 
gallon of brandy. These, with your wardrobe and 
a camp bed, were stowed away in a batteau or flat- 
bottomed boat ; and off you set with a crew of seven 
stout, light-hearted, jolly, lively Canadians, who 
9ung their boat songs, all the time they could spare 
from smoking their pipes. You were accompanied 
by a fleet of similar boats, called a brigade, — the 
Qrevfs of which assisted.each other up the rapids, and 
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at night put into some creek, bay, or uninhabited 
island, where fires were lighted, tents made of the 
sails, and the song, the laugh, and the shout, were 
heard, with little intermission, all the night through ; 
and if you had the felicity to have among the party a 
fifer or a fiddler, the dance was sometimes kept up all 
night, — for, if a Frenchman has a fiddle, sleep ceases 
•to be a necessary of life with him. This mode of tri^ 
veiling was far from being unpleasant, for there was 
something of romance and adventure in it ; and the 
scenes you witnessed, both by night and day, were 
picturesque in the highest degree. But it was tedi- 
ous ; for you were in great luck if you arrived at your 
journey's end in a month, and if the weather were 
i)oisterous, or the wind a-head, you might be an 
indefinite time longer. 

But your march of improvement is a sore destrpyar 
of the romantic and picturesque. A gentlemai^ 
about to take such a journey now-a-days, orders bis 
servant to pack his portmanteau, and put it on board 
the John Molson, or any of his family ; and at the 
stated hour he marches on board, the bell rings, the 
engine is put in motion, and away you go smokin^^ 
and splashing and wallopping along, at the rate of 
ten knots an hour, in the ugliest species of craft 
that ever diversified a marine landscape. 

By land there are only two seasons when yon caa 
travel with any degree of comfort, — ^midsummer and 
midwinter. During the former part of the year^ 
travelling on horseback is preferable, or in a light 
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waggon. During the latter, when there is snow 
on the ground, in a sleigh, which, from the smooth, 
gliding, half-flying sensation you experience, is by 
far the most delightful mode of land gestation, as 
the learned would call it, I ever experienced. 

Our inns are bad: that is to say, many of them 
clean and comfortable indeed enough, and the 
landlords almost uniformly civil and obliging, but 
tbe proverb of * God sending meat and the devil 
cooks,' never was so fully illustrated as in this coun** 
try ; for, with a superabundance of the raw materia^ 
the manufactured article of a ^od dinner is hard]]/^ 
to be found in a public-house in the province. The 
radical cause of this defect seems to me to be, that the 
cookery of America is derived from that of Holland ; 
so they are inferior pupils of an indifferent school ; 
— for, though both countries have produced painters 
of great eminence, I never have yet heard of either 
producing a cook of even moderate genius. Soup is 
unknown in these parts. The gridiron, if to be found 
at all, is only an ornamental not a usefiil implement 
of an American kitchen ; its place is usurped by the 
frying-pan, and everything is deluged with grease 
and butter. I saw some days ago, in the New York 
Spectator y a clever announcement of a work about 
to be published, by a fair spinster from somewhere 
• down East,' (as she herself, being a New En^ 
lander, would say,) on American Cookery. The lady 
is benemp*t Miss Prudence Smith ; and it appears 
that, in America, the mysteries of cookery hitherto. 
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like those of the Druids of old, have been preserved 
by oral tradition, which this young lady is now 
about to collect, arrange, and classify in a code of 
Transatlantic culinary economics, and thus will be- 
come the Justinian and Napoleon of her national 
gastronomy — the Meg Dodds and Hannah Glasse 
of the New World. I have no acquaintance with 
Prudence ; yet I sincerely wish her all manner of 
success in her patriotic and philanthropic under- 
taking; and in the meantime I shall, to give the 
reader a kind of notion of what he may expect^ 
present him with a few receipts, as I saw them prac- 
tised in the kitchen of a, not the^ London Tavern. 

To Dress a Beef Steak, 

Cut the steak about a quarter of an inch thick, 
wash it well in a tub of water, wringing it from time 
to time after the manner of a dish-clout ; put a 
pound of fresh butter in a frying-pan (hog*s-lard will 
do, but butter is more esteemed), and when it boils, 
put in the steak, turning and peppering it for about 
a quarter of an hour ; then put it into a deep dish« 
and pour the oil over it, till it floats, and so serve it. 

To boil Green Peas, 
Put them in a large pot full of water, boil them 
till they burst. Pour off one half of the water, 
leaving about as much as will cover them ; then add 
about the size of your two fists of butter, and stir the 
whole round with a handful of black pepper. Serve 
in a wash-hand basin. 
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To Pickle Cucumbers, 
Select, for this purpose, cucumbers the size of a 
man's foot, — if beginning to grow yellow, so much 
the better ; split them in four, and put them into an 
eartheft vessel — then cover them with whiskey. The 
juices of the cucumber, mixing with the alcohol, will 
run into the acetous fermentation, so you make 
vinegar^ and pickles both at once ; and the pickles 
will have that bilious, Calcutta-looking complexion^ 
and slobbery, idimy consistence, so much admired 
by the Dutch gourmands of this country. 

To make huUer Toast, 

Soak the toasted bread in warm milk and water ; 
get ready a quantity of melted butter and dip the 
bread in it ; then place the slices stratum super stra- 
tum in a deep dish, and pour the remfunder of the 
melted butter over them. 

How poultry is dressed, so as to deprive it of all 
taste and flavour, and give it much the appearance 
of an Egyptian mummy, I am not sufficiently 
skilled in Transatlantic cookery to determine ; unless 
it be, by first boiling it to rags and then baking it to 
a chip in an oven. But I shall say no more on the 
subject, as it would be ungallant to anticipate Miss 
Pruc. 
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If any man will only take the trouble to cast 
his eye over a map of the province, he will perceive- 
that no country under heaven was ever so completely 
adapted for internal navigation. He will then see the- 
line of the St. Laurence, and the lakes ; the line from' 
the Bay of Quinte to Lake Simcoe, and that fromr 
the foot of Lake Ontario to the Ottawa by the Cata- 
raqui and Rideau ; from the Lake of the Thousand 
Islands, to the Ottawa, by the Petite Nation ; from 
Lake Huron to the Ottawa, by the double line oi 
Lake Simcoe and Lake Nippissing ; and the nume- 
rous tributaries of all these, which very little expense 
would render navigable ; — so that were Mr. Brindley 
to rise from the dead, he would boldly pronounce 
that Nature intended all these as feeders to canals^ 
to intersect the country in every possible direction. 

There is one thing that, as far as I know, is pecu- 
liar to Upper Canada, and the nearer parts of the 
State of New York, viz. that lakes have often two 
or more outlets running in different or opposite direc- 
tions. This affi)rds great facilities in canalling ; for 
you have the reservoir on the summit level, and you 
have not to cut, (which is generally the most expen- 
sive operation in constructing a canal,) but merely 
to dam and lock the beds of these streams, as is done 
with the river Weaver in Cheshire, and the Rideau 
and the Cataraqui here. A bill too has passed the 
provincial Parliament this winter, authorizing the 
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$ame to be done on the Grand Rivec, or Ouse, which 
it is to be hoped will be the precursor of a similar 
improvement of every stream of any magnitude in 
the province. 

Twelve years ago the means of i!ommunication 
ijvere as I described them. What are they now ? As 
£oon as the ice which now binds our rivers and 
Jakes shall have dissolved in the spring, or at all 
events long before they shall again feel the effects of 
the winter s frost, a vessel capable of crossing the 
Atlantic may sail up the St. Lawrence, the Ottawa, 
the Rideau, the Gataraqui, Lake Ontario, Lake 
Erie, Lake Huron, and land her cargo at the Sault 
de iSte. Marie, which connects Huron with Superior, 
— an internal navigation of nearly fifteen hundred 
jniles in extent 

The first link of this noble chain is the Lachine 
Canal. It overcomes the first rapid that intercepts 
the navigation of the St. Lawrence, between Mon- 
treal and Lachine. 

This canal was cut at the expense of the Lower 
Province. It is done in the most durable, substan- 
tial, and workmanlike style. It has five feet depth 
of water, and locks of twenty feet by one hundred. 
But if another canal is not cut in rear of the island 
of Montreal, these will be altered to the same size as 
those of the Rideau chain. 

This canal, with the assistance of one lock at Van- 
drieul, throws up the water to the level of the rapid 
of the Ottawa, where a shore canal takes you up to 
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that of the Chiite k Blondean ; and another, from th^ 
foot of the Longue Sault, puts yon into an unbroken 
sheet of water, more resembling a deep narrow lake 
than a river, and extending sixty miles to the falls of 
ihe Chandi^e, where the Rideau joins it. 

The Rideau canal is the principal branch of this 
-splendid navigation through the interior of these prcH 
vinces,-'**a navigation, which^ among other benefits^ 
brings into connexion with the markets of Montreal 
and Quebec, (estimating the depth of two townships 
on each side of it,) three millions of acres of arable 
land, which were either partially or totally shut off 
from communication, and for anything that the coim* 
try gained by them, the greater part ii%ht as weD 
|iave been totaUy barren. 

The principle on which this work is carried on, as 
far as extent at least goes, is new in engineering. 
The rivers and lakes are raised at different points 
to the levels required, by immense dams, some of 
which must sustain a pressure of an atmosphere and 
^, half at the base, and by these means excavation to 
an enormous extent is saved. It commences at 
Kingston and ends at By town. The distance between 
these two points is as yet not quite accurately aseer-^ 
tained, but Is believed to be about 180 miles. 
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Chapter VI. 



* We came into the land \diither thou sentest us, anil 
^flurely it floweth with milk and honey.' — Numbert xiii. 27. 



S(M of Upper Ccmadau 

In describing the diflTerent parts of the province, 
I shall adopt the natural divisions indicated by the 
difierence of the soil, rather than adhere to those 
arbitrary lines which form the political boundaries of 
<listricts and counties. For this purpose I would 
divide the province into three tracts, viz. — 

) . The Eastern, comprising the land situated be** 
tween the two great rivers St. Lawrence and Ot- 
tawa, including the eastern Ottawa, Bathnrst, Johns- 
town^ and a part of the midland districts. 

2. The Middle, which takes in all lands on theE 
^ores of Lake Ontado, containing the western part 
OFf the Midland district, the whole of the Newcastle 
district, and' part of the Home and Grore districts. 

3. The Western, that triangle formed by the three 
Takes and the River Detroit, and the Lake and River 
of St Clair, being part of the Home and Gore dis- 
4¥i^, and the whole of the Niagara, London, and 
Western districts. 

Before going into the consideration of these dil^ 
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ferent divisions of the province, it may be as well to 
make a few general remarks that apply to them all. 

The eastern and western sections of the country- 
possess relative advantages and disadvantages. The 
soil of the eastern portion is very inferior to that of 
the western ; and as the line of the River St. Law* 
rence and the lake runs about as much to the south- 
ward as to the westward, it follows of course, that the 
climate of the western must be much more mild than 
that of the eastern, and, also» thai the winter is 
shorter by some weeks. 

To counterbalance these deficiencies, all kinds 
of produce fetch a higher price in the east than in the> 
west; for, as Montreal is the market of both, the 
eastern farmer gets as much for his produce in Mon- 
treal (where he can take it in a day, or a couple 
cf days at the utmost, by water conveyance,) as the 
price paid to the western farmer, added to the 
expense of transport from Lake Erie or Lake Huroo 
to Montreal ; besides, the eastern settler, from the 
proximity to market, can sell many articles of farm 
produce, which, in Canada, 4;onstitute the farmer's^ 
most profitable return, — among which may be enu*> 
merated potatoes, poultry, eggs, and fresh butter^ 
which his western neighbour, unless situated nesur to 
York or a garrison, cannot dispose of. But, under 
all the circumstances, I would recommend settlers to 
go to the westernmost division of the province, that is 
to say, beyond the head of Lake Ontario, on the prin- 
ciple acted on by the Dutchman} that roads may im» 
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prove and markets may be found near you, but bad 
land will never become good. And so, to a great 
extent, it has already proved, — for the Welland and 
Rideau canals have greatly diminished the expense 
of transport, and every penny that is taken off the 
conveyance of wheat to market, of course goes inta 
the pocket of the farmer. 

The price of labour is cheaper in the eastern por^ 
lion of the colony than the west. This is owing, to its 
proximity to the Lower Province, where the French 
Canadians work for wages not much, if at all, higher 
than those of a labourer in England, and the many 
poor emigrants, who have to work their way before 
they can manage to travel farther up the country,—^ 
also to the cutting of the Grenville and Rideau canals, 
which, on the principle of demand producing supply, 
brought a great many labourers together, and those 
who could not be employed on these public works 
were content to work for the farmers on moderate 
wages, rather than risk a long journey on the chance 
of getting a larger remuneration. This advantage^ 
however, will most likely get more nearly equalized 
as the country fills up. 

EASTERN HALF OP EASTERN DIVISION. 

In treating of the eastern division of the province^ 
I shall divide it into two parts ; the first, or eastern- 
most, consisting of the eastern and Ottawa districts^ 
nearly ; and, second, the westernmost portion, com- 
prising the Bathurst and Johnstown districts, with 
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part of the midland, where a different geological 
fiirmation obtains. 

The eastern portion of this division forms an irre* 
gular four-sided figure, about thirty miles in breadth 
and sixty in length. Ttie surface is broken into gentle 
swells ; but there is not, in any part, anything that 
could with propriety be denominated a hill, although 
the ground rather nearer the Ottawa than the St. Law- 
fence, may be some 300 feet or upwards above the 
level of either of the rivers. This forms a ridge, run- 
aingin a south-westerly direction, and terminating or 
disappearing at the south-west comer of the eastern 
district. At this point the height of land is so close to 
the St. Lawrence, that the river Petite Nation, which, 
after running about sixty miles, discharges itself into 
the Ottawa, arises wiUiin three-quarters of a mile of 
the river at Johnstown. 

On the top of this and other rises, the soil is light 
and gravelly, and contains large pieces of water-worn 
limestone and granite, with other masses of the same 
material, whose angular appearance seems to indicate 
their having come there more recently. The land 
in the bottoms, formed by the soil washed from 
these rises, is rich and deep, being generally a 
black loam. From the levelness of the country, cedar 
swamps are common in these bpttoms; and these 
swamps, for the most part, contain strata of black 
and red peat-moas, though seldom to a greater depth 
than fifteen inches, which covers a rich productive clay 
soil, very much prised by the lower Canadians for its 
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properties of bearing repeated crops of wheat, without 
either manure or the trouble of cropping, and deno^ 
minated by them ferrie glaue^ in contradistinction to 
the cold and unproductive clay, which they denomi- 
nate argille. This rich clay they plough in the 
autumn, and leave it to be pulverised by the action of 
the winter frosts; then early in spring, before the 
frost is out of the ground, they sow it with spring 
ivheat, — the moisture retained causes rapid germina- 
tion, and the crop is reaped ' soon after the autumn 
"wheat. 

The best soil in this district is in the two townships 
of East and West Hawkesbury, and the lands lying 
on the banks of the Petite Nation river, though these 
last, from the flatness of the country, are subject to 
the inconvenience of being overflowed in the spring. 
In many places, indeed, to such ap extent does this go^ 
that along parts of the river, cleared passages through 
the woods, which in summer are used as roads for 
carriages, in spring perform the office of canals to 
float down rafls of timber to the main stream. 

The climate of the northern part of this division, 
being on a parallel with Montreal, is pretty much the 
same as in that quarter^ but on the banks of the St; 
Lawrence it is much better: in fact, it is astonishing 
what a difference a degree of latitude in this country 
makes in climate. On the 16th December, 1826, 
when I was on my first visit to this quarter, they 
were still driving about in sleighs on the Ottawa, 
while the plough was going on the banks of the St. 
Lawrence. 
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The piineipal vilkgtes in diis part of the conntiry 
are Comwail> tbe capital of the eastern district, 
Williamstown, Hawkesbury, and L'Orig^nal, the ca- 
pital of the Ottawa district 

WESTERN HALF OF BASTRRN DIVISION. 

T}ie greater part of this is, perhaps, the least pro* 
^iuctive region in the whole province, and, probably, 
would not have been settled half so well as it already 
is, had it not been for fortuitous circumstances. 

The peace of 1815 came upon us suddenly; — 
lill the colonial corps, and several regiments of the 
line, were disbanded, — and the regiments which were 
about to return to Europe left their seven years' men 
in Canada, ^hese, with their officers, were all en- 
titled to grants of lands, and also provisions and agri- 
cultural implements. Government saw that, if they 
settled all these in a group, they might open a new 
country at once. Settle the men more beneficially 
ibr themselves and at less expense to the public, 
and secure besides a first-rate militia force at their 
command in case of emergency. Accordingly, their 
location was chosen more virith a military than agricul- 
tural eye ; and they were placed in the rear of King- 
ston, which, from its local advantages, is and must 
always be the great naval d(^p6t of Upper Canada. 

This plan has perfectly answered the purposes for 
which it was intended ; for the men, so far from hav- 
ing forgot their military training, have taught it to their 
children ; and the very drummers, fifers, and buglers. 



though their iostrumenU acrehandiBd to them only oa 
the days of truning, perform upon them as well aa 
if they had been doing garrison duty from the day on 
which they were disbanded : — so that, should thde 
-services be required, the Bathurst district could poiic 
clown through the Rideau caaai an efl&cient army of 
between four and five thousand men^ commaaded hf 
officers of skill and experience, and garrison JLmg* 
ston to overflowing, in twenty-four hours. 

The distress among the manu&cturing classes 
in Scotland produced an extensive emigration in the 
years 1818-19-20, and 21 ; and the Mends of these 
emigrants have been coming out in greater or smallet 
numbers every year since, and have proved valuable 
and useful settlers in and about the townships of 
Ramsay, Lanark, and Dalhouaie, having brougfai 
from Scotland with them their desire of education 
and information. The best library in the province is 
in Dalhousie, supported by the contributions of the 
farmers. 

In 1826, when all these people were fairly settled^ 
and had plenty of surplus produce to dispose of, but 
a great difficulty of bringing it to market, the very 
best market iathe province came to their door. The 
Rideau canal began to be cut. As they could not 
flupply provisions for so large a body of men, some 
part of the supply had to come from Montreal ; and 
this fixed the price at that of Montreal, with the addi* 
tion of the freight and carriage from Montreal to the 
Rideau^ which might amount to fiffy per cent more* 
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Besides all this, they got work at high wages for 
themselves and their teams, which enabled thetn to 
extend their farms ; and now that the Rideau is 
finished, they are better situated with regard to 
a market, than if their farms were on the banks of 
Lake Ontario. • The strongest proof of the ini-> 
provement caused by this great undertaking is, that 
lands, which in 1824 were valued at one shilling and 
threepence, would now fetch from twenty to thirty 
shillings per acre ; and the wealth thus produced 
has introduced among them a spirit of enterprise 
that goes far to overcome the natural disadvantages 
of the country they live in. 

The lands of this section of country, which are 
situated near the banks of either of the great rivers, 
lire many of them positively bad, and none first- 
rate ; indeed, it may be taken as a general cule 
in this country, that the best land is never to be 
found- on the very, banks- of either lake or river: 
The reason is, that in former ages, the waters, both 
running and standing, have been much higher than 
they are' now ; and the land, on their- immediate 
bankS' consists of their* deserted channels, cont- 
posed of rock, stone, gravel, and sand, covered with 
a thin stratum of alluvium, the deposit of the sub- 
siding waters, augmented by the decay of the vege- 
table matter which: may since have sprung up on 
their surface. 

Through the centre of this section runs the great 
granite chain,^ which, commencing on the northern 



shores of Lake Huron, intersects the continent^ and 
falls into the ocean on the coast of Labrador ; while 
& branch of it rnnning, ina south-easterly direction, 
through the northern parts of this pravince, loses 
itself in the St. Lawrence, at the Lake of the Thou* 
sand Islands*, and its western ridge, crossing the 
continent towards the rocky mountains, is lost in 
the sea on the shores of the Pacific. 

. The centre of the country, where the best land is 
found, is much broken by lakes, and in many places 
by large granite rocks, many of them from 250, to 
800 feet in height ; bat in the valleys and interstices 
there is much good land, and whenever, agricultural 
linowledge, accompanied by capital, shall be- so far 
advanced' as to induce the inhabitants to clear, dra^n, 
and cultivate the swamps, which, after all, are the 
richest lands in the province, anenormous quantity 
of produce will be supplied by them. 

CENTRE DIVISION. 

Of the whole midland district, with the .exception 
of the peninsula of Prince Edward, it may be said, 
that the great portion of the land is bad, and that the 

* In spJeaking of thiB Lake of the Thousand Islands, which 
begins at Kingston, and ends near Brockville, if we wish to be 
precise, we should add, like the Irish attorney who challenged 
a gentleman to. meet hxm in the Fifteen Acres, ' be the same 
more or less,* for there are upwards of sixteen hundred of 
them, of all sorts, shapes, and sizes, and a sail through them 
presents a scene of constantly-changing romantic beauty, 
unequalled, I believe, in any part of the globe. 
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good, tutd ferttlelots ave the exceptions to the gmeral 
vole. 

The surface for the most part is «toBy, rocky, 
•r swampy^ of a light tlescription, and sncfa as with- 
tmt manurmg must soon be exhausted. To atone 
in some degree fer this deficiency in fertility, it 
abounds, however, with valuable minerals, and on 
that account may one da^ become of great importaB<» 
to the province. Iron ore is found in all its difierent 
shapes of bog, sand> and stone ore, but all of them 
unparalieledly rich. Marble, too, of different kinds, 
is also found ; and this may be considered as the 
best field for the mineralogist in the province, as 
the strata seem here overturned and intermixed in 
a way very difierent from the regular forms of hori- 
aontal alluvial stratsficatioa observable in almost 
•very ether quarter. The quantity of iron ore found 
in this neighboorhood induced a gentleman to lay 
out a large some of money some time ago in build- 
ing very extensive iron-works at Marmora; but 
Ihey have not answered the expectations of their 
projector. This failure arose principally from a large 
portion of the money being injudiciously expended 
in grist mills, and other buildings, by no meaps 
necessary for the purposes of smelting or forging 
iron, and partly firom the difficulty of conveying 
liieir wares to market, the works being situated far 
from water conveyance. But were practical people 
to buy up the works at their real value (not the 
price for whieh tbay were erected)^ and li^ out a 
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few thousand pounds in rendevia^ the Tient and 
Crow rivers navigable, there can be little doubts 
that in a short time the concern might be made io 
yield a profit sufficient to satisfy leafionable men^ 
though not to become that El Dorado, which could 
only have existed in the heated imaginations of 
its original projectors. The county of Prince 
£ldward is an irtegularly^shaped |)eninsula, forming 
the outer or southern side of a beautiful arm of Lake 
Ontario, called the Bay of Quint^ — a sail up which 
presents one of the most romantic prospects of 
-which the colony can boast* This -peninsula contains 
a very great proportion of .good table laud, con- 
sistiug of a rich mould, resting upou limestone 
rock, which is the best soil known in America for 
summer crops, as it never becomes exhausted. The 
low lands, in many parts, require some draining ; 
there is much of it fine pasture ; good pine and white 
cedar abound — ^but beach and maple form the most 
common wood : the tract is tolerably well watered^ 
hut being all but an island, there are no large 
streams ; and the farmiug seems to be carried on 
in a more successful manner than in many other 
parts of the province. 

There are a good many Quakers and Low Dutch 
among the inhabitants of this region; and these,, 
though generally ignorant, and pr^udiced in favour 
of the wisdom of their ancestors, to such an extent 
that many of them commence sowing, .reaping, and 
other agricultural operations on the day of the 
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month whic^ tradition has saaqtified , as the proper 
day for such lahours,> without paying the slightest 
attention to existing circumstances,' are almost uni- 
formly men of sober, steady, and industrious habits ; 
and such, in all countries, will render success in 
business probable, but in this certain. 

At the head of the Bay of Quinte, the land beg-ins 
to improve ; and in what is called the Rice Lake 
County, that is, the centre of the Newcastle dis- 
trict, it is first-rate. This land was the scene of 
an experiment in emigration some years ago. The 
Honourable Peter Robinson, under the orders- of 
government, brought out a great number of poor 
emigrants from the south of Ireland, and settled 
them here. So far as concerns the beneficial efifects 
of emigration to the emigrants, the experiment has 
succeeded beyond the expectation of the most san- 
guine; for, from being absolutely pennyless, they are 
now in the most comfortable and independent, and 
many of them in even what may be called affluent, 
circumstances. Their morals, too, contrary to the 
general rule, have improved with their circumstances; 
for they are (considering always that they are Irish- 
men) a quiet, peaceable, sober, and industrious 
population ; and the very men who, if at home, might 
be figuring as Caravats, Shanavists, or Carders, 
rebelling against all authority, and tracing their 
path with burning haggards and roasted Peelers, 
are quietly pursuing a peaceful and useful career 
in the back woods, grateful to the goveroment 
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to whom they owe all the advantages they enjoy; 
they are the most loyal and devoted of his Majesty's 
subjects; and, having got quit of the feeling of hope- 
lessness and despair of ever bettering their con- 
dition, that weighs down and paraly^s the . Irish 
peasant in his own country, they have acquired the 
self-respect so essential to respectability, and which 
the habitually-oppressed can never know. So far, 
moreover, from requiring a civil and military force to 
eompel obedience, the ministrations of my worthy, 
friend, the priest, are found quite e£Fective in main- 
taining order among them ; though it must be con- 
fessed, that the worthy ecclesiastic does not depend 
exclusively on spiritual thunder, but^ with hardened 
•nd impenitent sinners, - sometimes resorts to the 
temporal co-operation of an oak stick,— -an argument 
which no man in the province can handle with mpre 
power and emphasis. 

It is true, that this experiment cost a good deal of 
sioney ; but were it to be repeated, from the know-' 
ledge the government has attained of emigration, it 
could beefiected for much less; and, indeed, our wor- 
thy lieutenantigovemor is now thickly settling many 
townships with poor emigrants, at an expense trifling 
in the first instance, and which must ultimately be 
nepaid to government with interest Would that the 
legrislature of Great Britain would consider this, and . 
back him. in his laudable endeavours ! for, we be-* '. 
lieve, that even Joseph Hume himself, were the 
thing fau-ly stated to him^ (in Jigurea)^ would not 
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hesitate to recommend m smsll advance to rescue 
hundreds of thonsands of his countrymen from want, 
turbulence, and vice, and pkce them in a siUiatimi at 
olice so comfortable to themselves and advanta^ous 
to the nation* 

It is to be hoped, however, that, shonld the Briti^ 
Ifovemment ever again actively ioterfere in emigra- 
tion, they will employ men to conduct the under- 
taking who know something about it ; or* if these 
cannot be found, at all events honest m«n, who will 
neither betray the people entrusted, to their charge, 
nor the government which employs them. Their essay 
last summer was certainly anything but creditaUe^ 
They collected a niwiber of army pensioners^ and 
came the old soldier over them, by commuti^ their 
pensions at a certain rate,-^which rale (the poor 
fellows not being used to the calculation of aiw 
nuities) was highly advantageous ia the goreriK 
ment; and instead of remitting the whoie or a 
greater part of the money to Canada, there to be 
paid them when they were settled on their farma*. 
they paid them a large portion in Lcnidon^ — wbcve^ 
as might have been anticipated by any one who 
knows what an fAd solcher is made of^ they drank it, 
and one half of them never embarked at all* Those 
who did come to Quebec withomt warning, bad the 
rest of their money paid, i^ent it there, and got 
scattered about without advice or guidance. A lew 
found their way to Upper Canaik, where the go« 
vernmeiit provided for them f but many^itisfeaiEedir' 
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"Will return to England, where the evil report they 
■will bring will be partly shared by the country, 
-^faile^ in justice, the blame ought to rest entirely 
with IiiOrd Goderieh and his Majesty's ministers. 

The emigrant, unless he has some of the induce- 
sicnls already alluded to, will do well not to think 
of settling until he has reached the Newcastle dis- 
tciet ; and when once there, he will find himself amid 
kuui, which, with a few exceptions, (as, for instance, 
the sandy soil on both sides of the town of York, 
and tracts broken by the ridge of limestone rock, 
which, at a greater or less distance from its shores, 
surrounds Lake Ontario,) is of a fair average quality, 
dad which, as a general rnle, he will always find to 
^Buprore the farther west he travels. 

The rear of the Home district contains likewise a 
great quantity of good land, particularly in the 
neighbourhood of Lake Simcoe ; and the market of 
York, the capital, which is growing more rapidly in 
proportion than even the rest of the province, gives 
aetden a great advantage 

Ihciv is also a great deal of excellent land in the 
wesCeni part of the Home, and eastern portion of the 
Oore district, though tiie latter is cut up in one 
direetioii by a bed of limestone rock, but with ex- 
orient soil on either side of it All that country, too, 
has the very great advantage of lying near to the 
lake, which giv^es a great facility in transporting pro- 
duce for the longest part of the way to marfcet by 
conveyance. 

e2 
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WESTERN DIVISION- 

Commencingr at the head of Burlingtoii: Bay» and 
drawing a line in a south-westerly direction that 
would strike about the mouth of Cat-fish Creek» you 
will include the whole of the Njagara distriet^ and a 
part of the Gore and London districts , which to a 
certain extent are assimilated in soil and climate^ 
being composed of strong, stiff clayey land, or light 
«andy loam, degenerating towards Long Point into 
Bometliing very little superior to the sand of the sea*, 
beach,— though the Arabs who inhabit this sandy 
"desert, like their eastern brethren and indeed all 
^nankind, believe their own to be the most favoured 
country on the face of the earth. The reason of this 
belief is two-fold: first, because it is thdr countvy; 
^secondly, because the trees being at a distance from. 
«ach other, after the manner of a gentleman's park 
in England, it is easily cleared, or lather wants no 
clearing at all ; for, if you cut down any Mttle under- 
wood there may be, and girdle (that is, cot a ring 
through the bark, and a: little way into the wood of 
the large oaks so as to cause their death), ytm can 
harrow up the surface and put inacrpp of wheat, 
which in all probability will double the price of 
the land and labour. Then, indeed, if they would lay 
it down in grass, they would h&^ a first-rate dairy 
or sheep farm ; for it makes beautiful pasture, and, Hy 
a kind disposition of Providence, gypsum, which in 
tiliis country is found the best and .cheapest maaur^ 
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for lig^hi lands, is always abundant in their neiglK 
ibourhood. Bui such is by no means the custom ot' 
Upper Canada* Crop afler crop of wheat is sown and 
^reaped, iiU the soil is so impoverished, that the more 
provident farmers sow a crop of clover or birch* 
-wheat, which they plough down to prepare the land 
for their wheat, — while the more careless, or, as tiiey 
say in this country, shiftless, abandon their farm, and 
go on to another, to be abandoned again in its turn. 
Prom everything I can learn, this is very much, the 
kind of land that is found in New South Walesu 
But to the settler in this country I would state, that 
land is rich and lasting just in proportion to thesi^e 
and quantity of timber which it bears ; and, there- 
fore, the more trouble he is put to in clearing his 
land, the better will it repay him the labour he has 
expended on it. 

. This is by far the finest fruit country in the pro- 
vince. But, though in any part of it the fruits thai • 
'grow in England, as weil as grapes, come to perfec- 
tion in the open air, you must get to the Niagara 
frontier, or to the south of it, before you can depend 
on the more delicate fruits, such as the peach and 
nectarine, ripening. At Long Point, the papoa, a 
land of semi-tropical fruit, is found abundantly grow* 
JDg wild in the woods. 

Having got through the small portion of second* 
rate land, we now come to the garden of Canada,--<- 
the London and Western districts. This country 
occupies fully one-third of the whole proviuce, and 
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there is Bot on the continent of Ameriea so larg* « 
tract of unexceptionable land. The soil seems te 
faave been laid down by the water ; for it is baied oa 
limestone rock, — then comes a stratum of clay, and 
generally, between that andthe mould, there is a layer 
of gravel of greater or less thickness. 'Hie soil on tiie 
«firface is of the loamy description, — sometimes 
sandy and sometimes clayey, but in every case highly 
productive. 

The timber is such as in this country indicates the 
best land ; and it is necessary that yom should, in the 
dioice of land, be aware of what kind of timbered 
laud is the best. A mixture of maple, bass-wood (a 
kind of lime), elm, and cherry, indHcates the very 
best soils ; an intermixture of beech is no objecticB ; 
•and black walnut is found on iirst«rate M>ils. Bmi, ff 
beech be the only wood or the prevalent one, yow 
may be sure that the soil is Hght. Pine grows on 
sandy soil, as often does oak, and always chestnut. - 

We see in England, that Hampshire produces the 
best oaks; and the soil of thai county is ten degrees 
more barren than that of the Long Point eountry 
Just described. Cedar is found in the swamps, aad 
hemlock (one of the pine tribes) in wet clayey groundB 
by river sides. The tamarac (larch), grows in the 
very worst swamps ; for, where you see it, were you to 
drain the marsh, you woold only convert it into a 
bed of sand. The growth and appearance of the tini- 
ber, as well as the species, will enable you to judge <X 
the nature of the soil. In the best soils, the timber 
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Is large, tall, and 'with a broad-spread bushy tq)» 
the bark clean and without moss. If in addition 
to this you find weeds, particularly a large species 
of nettle taller than yourself, and that tlie trees 
rise out of the ground at once like a broomstick^ 
without at all displaying those roots which Qray 
calls ' wild fantastic,' and which poets and painters 
admire, but Canadian farmers abominate, you will 
find you have got a rich deep inexhaustible soil 
— ^where, if you sow wheat the first year, unless yoa 
€at it down with your stock in spring, you will 
kave a crop of straw, but, if you adopt the above- 
recommended precaution, you may count on a return 
of from thirty to forty bushels per acre. The great 
majority of the lands of this division are of this de- 
scription. 

This country owes its settlement solely to the per- 
severing industry of my worthy and excellent firiend, 
Colonel Talbot, Forty years ago, while exploring 
the about-to-be province, on the staflF of its governor. 
General Simcoe, he was struck with the beauty and 
fertility of this tract ; and afterwards observing that, 
firom the improvident grants of the colonial govern- 
ment to friends and favourites, this fertile country, if 
left in their hands, would continue for ages a howl- 
ing wilderness, he procured from the authorities at 
home an exclusive power of settling it. For this 
purpose he set himself down in the very midst of the 
territory, without another human habitation within 
fifly jniles of him, and commenced his arduous un- 
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dertaking by cutting out roads, amidst much head- 
^baking from the sage, and sneering from the igno- 
rant. He however never was a man who held as a 
part of his creed the wise aphorism, so often quoted 
in the present day, * Vox populi fX)x Dei ;' but held 
steadily on in the teeth of opposition, vexation, and 
disappointment, until, after about fifteen years of un- 
remitting labour and privation, it became sd notorious 
in the province, that even the executive government 
at York became aware that there was such a place 
in existence as the Talbot settlement, where roads 
were qut, and farms in progress : — and hereupon they 
rejoiced^ — for it held out to them just what they had 
long felt the want of, — a well-settled, opened, and cul* 
tjivated country, wherein to obtain estates for thetU' 
selves^ their children, born and unborn, and theic 
whole kith, kin, and allies. When this idea, so 
creditable to the paternal feelings of these worthy 
gentlemen was intimated to the Colonel, he could 
not be brought to see the fitness of things in an ar- 
rangement, which would confer on the next genera^ 
tion, or the next again, the fruits of the labour of 
the present ; and accordingly, though his answer to 
the proposal was not couched in terms quite so di-* 
plpmatic as might have been wished, it was brief, 
soldier>like, and not easily capable of misconstruc- 
tion ; — It was in these words, * Til be d d if you 

get one foot of land here ;' and thereupon the parties 
joined issue. 

On this» war was declared against him by bis 
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Sxceikncy in Cofincil, aad every means were used 
4o annoy htm here, and misvepresent his proceeding 
at home; but he stood firm, and by an occasional 
visit to the Colonial Office in England, he opened 
the eyes of oniniBters to the proceedings of both pap- 
ties, and fcnr a while adverted the danger. At length, 
some five years ago, finding the enemy was getting too 
strong for him, be repaired oaoe more to England, and 
Tetorned in triumph with an order from the Colonial 
Office, that nobody was in any way to interfere with 
his 'praoeedings ; and he has now the pleasure of con- 
templating some hundreds of miles of the best roads 
in the province, closely settled on each side by the 
most proq3eroo9 fanners within its bounds, who owe 
all they possess to his judgment, enthusiasm, and 
peaew3c$aacej and who are gratefnl to him in pro- 
portion to the benefits he has bestowed upon them» 
though IB Boainy instances much against their wiU at 
the time. I spent a f6rtn%bt with him some eighteen 
sBonths ago ; and certainly one of his lerees with his 
settlers wcmld, if as well reported, be quite as amusing 
as one of those Memings at fiowStreet — ^that about 
the tiaie 1 left London were styled, by some wag, Ite 
leading, arddes of the Morning Herald. 

The whole of this tract is watered by beautifnl 
fitaeams and rivers, many of which are even majestie. 
Among these may be ennmeratfed the Thames, which, 
eriginayng' within forty miles of Lake Ontario, runs 
parallel to Lake Erie, and discharges itself into Lake 
SL Gkir; Bear Creek, Which waters much of the 

E 5 
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western district ; the liver Aux Sables, the Bayfield, 
and the Maitland^ which fiow through the Canada 
Company's land, and empty themselves into Ijake 
Huron ; and on the east side, the grand river Ouse, 
■and its tributary the Nith, wtiich falls into Lake Earie, 
where a harbour is now constructing at the uppev 
end of the Welland canal. 

At the extreme west of the province will be seen 
a peninsula^ and a delta of islands in Lake St. Clair* 
This constitutes the greater part of the western dis- 
trict, and as its formation is curious it is worthy of 
remark. 

By a glance at the map it will be seen, that the 

'rivers St. Clair, Thames, and Bear Creek^ fall 

into Lake St. Clair, near each other* These, all 

running through rich alluvial soils^ bring down a 

large quantity of mud, which so long as the river is 

moving rapidly is kept suspended by the water, but 

the tnoment it is poured into the still basin of the lake, 

•begins to subside. This deposit, by the sweep of tbe 

eddy, forms bars below the mouth of the river of a 

semicircular form. On these bars rushes and aquatic 

plants grow; and when these fall to the bottom, 

they carry with them small boughs, straws, leaves, 

&c, which they had collected during the summer, 

end which increase and give consistency to the bar, 

soon converting it into a shallow, and from a shallow 

to an island, sweeping round in a crescent form, and 

enclosing a marsh. The first high wind drives 

the surf, impregnated with the mud of the ihore, over 
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this, and thus not only augments it, but fills np 
the marsh gradually to above the level of the lake, 
till it becomes dry land. Then another bar forms 
-ioutside this in the same manner; and thus have 
-been formed many thousands of square miles of the 
finest level, deep, alluvial 8oil,-^>«always retaining ita 
original character of a tidge, alternating with a 
prairie and a marshy run of water, and then a ridge 
:again ; — ^until at last, there is no doubt, the whole of 
the present bed of Lake St. Clair will become a fertile 
plain, with a reedy, sluggish, Dutch-looking river 
running through the centre ; and af^er all the mud 
•and material that can be employed in this work shall 
come to be expended, the same process will com- 
mence in Lake £rie ; so that, perhaps, future ages 
may see miles of waving grain covering the rich 
plains, where once flowed the great inland seas of 
America. 

My attention was first called to alluvial formations 
of this sort, on the banks of the Ganges, some four-, 
teen or fifteen years ago, where they go on sd. 
•rapidly, that the geologist who runneth cannot help 
reading; and I was surprised to find the St Clair, 
-where it issues from Lake Huron, presenting all the 
features of the sacred river of Hindostan ; and sti)l 
.more were the functionaries of the United States, 
occupying Fort Gratiot, surprised to hear me proi- 
phecy, in the year 1827, the destruction of their 
iighthouse, then many yards from the banks of the 
jriver, whose stream now .^flows over what was its 
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foundation. I this whiter was highly delighted 
by reading in the Quarterly review of LyelFs Geo- 
logy, a confirmation of my own theories — ^givea m 
mich a masterly style, that I began to suppose that 
I must ha¥e not only seen the same kind of foma- 
tions which the writer has so ably described, but 
•examined them along with him. As that, homevex, 
IS impossible, I must only console myself, with 
honest Pu£f in the Critic^ that * All that can he 
said is, that two people hit on the same thought* oolf ' 
Shakspeare had it first — ^that's all.' 

This, as may be supposed, fornbhes a deep and 
fertile soil. Every here and there you bmve sn ' 
Immense, prairie, furnishing pasture for more *cM» 
then are likely to graze on them for a century t0 
•eome. But there is no unmixed good in this world. 
A rich .soil, abunda;nt pasture, no rent, no taxes* 
have, in the course of little more than a century {for 
the French settled Detroit the same year .that 
William Penn founded Philadelphia), produced, what 
the same circumstances never fail to produce on 
/man, (naturally an inert animal, and unless stimu* 
lated by the new and artificial wants consequent on 
education and refinement, little prone to any gratui- 
ious exertion,) laziness and indolence. — ^A Scotch 
gardener emigrating to England, or a New England 
fanner to the west, surprise their neighbours by 
their industry, their intelligence, and their success; 
and each hugs himself in the belief, that this arises 
fiiom the superiority of his race, his education, or his 
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individual intellect, when in fact it springs from 
nothing else than the badness of his native soil 
and climate, which renders the greatest industry^ 
joined with the most unremitting attention, necessary 
to jnake it produce anything. When these virtues 
fu% exercised on a more fiivourafole field, they pro*- 
duce a superabundance; — ^bnt their children have no 
more inducement to follow thdr footsteps than the 
bees at the Cape had to prepare for a Dutch winter, 
^fler they had discovered that «umi»er lasted all the 
year round. 

The only drawback to this fine country is, the 
want of running water through tihe summer in the 
intenor. Much of the wealth of the people consists in 
cotUe whicfa, when near a stream, are branded, and 
run at large dorii^ the whole year ; but when water 
must be drawn from wells for a large herd of them, 
as is often the case for three moaths in the year, it 
ia a great additional trouble to the farmer* 
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. * To supply the wants of .industry, of trade, of gorenunenl', 
Jwtween the mother-country and possessions scattered on the 
shores of every sea, a vast number of ships is necessary even 
in time of peace. And these ships ready to sail at a mo- 
inent*s notice towards the threatened point, carry thither re- 
inforcements and succour, which render it impregnable either 
by famine or by force**— Dupin on the Commercial Powtf' of 
Great Britain^ 



The Lumber Trade^ 
The lumber trade, as an extensive and increasing 
branch of commerce -in this country, is well worthy 
the serious consideration of all who take an inters 
est in the welfare of the colony ; and in consider* 
ing it in all its bearings, many erroneous and par- 
tial views of the subject require to be got rid of^ and 
many prejudices to be overcome. 

There are two sets of opinions entertained on this 
subject, by two very different sorts of persons, — ^those 
who are interested in the trade, and those who are 
not. The first of these, looking at the hands and 
shipping it employs, consider it the great staple 
trade of the country, and in this they are backed by 
the mercantile interest at Montreal and by the ship- 
ping interest at home. The others, who are land- 
holders and cultivators, consider it a trade which 
diverts so much capital and industry from the agri- 
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cultaral improvement of the colony, which they look 
upon as the only legitimate pursuit in so large and 
improvable a country, and do not hesitate to brand 
it as a speculative and ruinous business to all con- 
nected with it, — demoralizing the people, and creat- 
ing in all who follow it a distaste for regular labour 
and habits, which unfits them for ever for the duties 
of useful and respectable members of society. 

To enable us to judge between such conflicting 
opinions, it will be necessary to consider the effects 
. of the trade, as it is and has been,-*and what, 
in the common course of affairs, by the increase of 
the amount of business done, and increase of capital 
introduced, and a proper division of the business 
into separate departments, it may be expected to 
become in the course of time. 

The lumber trade has been carried on pretty much 
after the following manner : — 

A person, possessed of little or no capital, and 
inflated with the spirit of speculation, hires a num- 
ber of hands, and purchases a quantity of provisions 
(on credit), and betakes himself to the woods. His 
terms with his men are to feed them, supply them 
with what necessaries they may. require» and pay 
them when he sells his raft. This mode of proceed- 
ing is' one which has a manifest tendency to retider 
a business unprofitable. No capital being required, 
of course any number of competitors may come into 
the trade ; and the provislonSf goods, and wages, 
being not only bought on a long credit, but their 
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ttkinttfte payment depending^ on a eoiiiiiig««icj, a 
v€ry large profit must be laid on to cover the risk 
iBcnrred by such an ammgem^it. Besides, by the 
WMit of feady money, the master is put in the power 
of bis men, whom, if idle or dissipated, he -caBDot 
fisyoff; and, though fewer bon^ would be sufficient 
to conduct the raft to Quebec, still all hands mvsl 
stick to it, not only till it arrives at its destinadon, 
but until it be sold, at the same expense M the 
while to l^ir master as if they were engaged in 
produoHve laboor, — because, if they quit the pro- 
per^ o'ver which they have a Hen, they abandon 
Ifae only seevritj they have for their wages. 

But the wont feature in this system is, that it has 
a tendency to pei|>cteate itself; lor, should a person 
with capital come into the trade, almost Mie (Mily 
aiifttDtage he woald possess over his poorer rival 
would be in getting his provinons and stOTe-goods 
at Bomethiiig aeiirer thdr marketable value, (it being 
pieA^able that, fixMB the tendency of mankind to hope 
the ibest, were he to p«y his men every Satavday 
xight, they would still take bat very iittie less than 
If paid at tbe.end of the season,) and the power of 
{M^ing off hb metty when he no longer required 
tfaeDL* 

Aaoiher pemicioas. effect produced by the trade 
lie, that it draws ^Miners from their legitimate occo- 
j^atiotts, and makes them neglect the certainty of 
•earning a competence by a steady perseverance in 
their agricnHural pursuits, for a vision of weidth 
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never to be realized. In fact, the only proper ox 
profitable way in which a farmer can interfere with 
lumber, is by employing^ himself, his servants, and 
his cattle, in bringing out timber during the winter 
months, and selling it on the spot when the naviga^ 
lion opens ; — thus employing to profit a season that 
would otherwise be lost to him, and converting his 
produce* which may not be saleable, into a commo** 
dity which is marketable. 

On the other hand, it must be remembered that the 
evils here ascribed to the lumber trade are not necesr 
sarily inseparable from it. One great disadvantage 
would be done away with» were there a division of 
labour and trade. It is an axiom in commerce^ 
that a manufacturer seldom succeeds .who is his owm 
exporter, because the two businesses require two 
capitals. What then are we to say of the prospects 
of a man, who carries on two businesses with no 
capital at all ? . In fact, to make this anything lik0 
» steady trade, we must have a set of middle-men» 
who will purchase the timber on the river, and allow 
the hewers of wood to return to the forest, and get 
out' more, [while the purchaser, with a set of mea 
who will act as pilots and raflsmen^ sends it to his 
agent at Quebec, who, as soon as it is safely moored 
in the cove, pays off the men and awaits his markets 

It has also been said, that this pursuit induces 
dissipated habits* This is true, but not to the extent 
supposed. We see the lumber-man, after be hat 
returned from, the woods, where he has been con* 
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fined to hard labour and vA hard fare lor nine or tea. 
months, and when, like a sailor retarned to port, he 
Is making up to himself for past privations, by in- 
dulging in excesses which it is easier to aoeouat for 
l)y the propensities of human nature than to deHmd 
on principles of strict morality. Again, the business 
he is employed in ought only to receive the fsAr 
share of the blame that attaches to his tergiversatimia 
It ought to be remembered, that it is not the sobei^ 
the industrious, the persevering lovers of order and 
comfort, that engage in such employments — ^it is 
those restless and adventurous spkrits who despise 
regular industry, and vnsfa to make money during^ one 
f>eriod that they may dissipate it at another^ — c»; as 
the sailors say, to earn like horses and spend like 
•sses. In • Norway and Sweden, lumbering has 
Ibeen an occupation time out of mind; but we bvn 
fiever heard it complained of, that those employed 
in it were more vicious than their brethren, who 
pursued the vocations of commerce, manufactoreS) 
or agriculture. 

In our own country, it has been said, that minhi^ 
•nnrders morality^ and certainly the conduct of many 
of our colliers gives some colour to the assertion ; mud 
most men are content to give implicit faith to a pidiy 
Apophthegm, particularly wh^i, like the one just 
^quoted, it has the virtues of brevity and aHiteration to 
tfeeommend it, and are always willing to convince 
Alwmselves, that those who are avowedly depravwd 
lire in their natural and necessary stste, and to £brego 
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the trouble of ieqiimiig- Why they «re 80« asd. horn 
thej can be eitriestecL 

It has been dkeovered of hite jeafs, however^ 
that eotton-Boiilb and coaUmines^ which were coo* 
sidercd as nurseries of Tice and crime* can, by propct 
mmd judiciotts means, be made jost aa good achooia 
of morality, as any other places where moial and ra» 
Ijg^ous instruction are bestowed. And it would be 
worth the consideration of those concerned, to try to 
remedy the eyih con^pkined of, rather than to look 
on with the apathy of a man who should quietly eon* 
template his neighbour's honae on fire^ instead of 
Hsing his best endeavours to extiog^sh the flames* 

Before we condemn the trade ei» nutste, we should 
raeollect that it gives the colony the support of two 
most powerful and influential bodies in the mother* 
country ; for so long as the men who fHrocnre, and 
the sailors who export the timber, consume so much 
of our agricultural produce as to prevent tba 
landed interest of England from becoming jealous 
of us, we are secure from their opposition ; and so 
long as that trade employs eight hundred ships, 
which are unfit for any other trafiic» we ensure the 
support of the ship-owners. 

But the great advantage of the lumber-trade to 
British America is, that* irom the home being so 
much more bidky tlum the outward cai^, an irar 
oiense number of ships tunst come out in ballast* 
and these necessarily will transport emigrants to oot 
shores at any price that will be a saving one* The 
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result IS9 thatt while in the New York packet'^hip 
the steerage passage is forty dollars without provi- 
sions, tUe .same terms can be procured in a Quebec 
timber-ship for something less than as many sbil-^ 
lings, though the one vessel is quite as commodious 
as the other ; — so that the lumber-trade acts as a direct 
premium to the settlement of the British colonies, in^ 
preference . to the United States,* and if we can onl^ 
manage to keep it up for half a dozen years longer, 
we shall by that time have wheat enough to send ta 
England, to employ a sufficient number of ships to 
carry out our emigrants. > If the ministers at home, 
indeed, were to give us that length of time as warn- 
ing, it would save nearly all loss to individuals who 
have invested capital in saw-mills, &c., as the natural 
Ufe of a saw-mill is not above fifieen years. 
- Should our present rulers, however, in their spirit 
of * ultra*liberality, see fit to do away with those 
duties which protect ' at once the produce of our 
colonies and our manufacturing, commercial, and 
shipping interests, it would be well for them' to con- 
sider, what must be the result' of such sweeping 
ftlterations on the well-being of individuals and the 
nation at lai^e. 

' The object t6 be obtained, we are told, is to pro- 
cure lumber from the Baltic, cheaper than the people 
€f England pay at present for inferior timber from 
the colonies ; and the means of obtaining this end is 
to equalize the duties. Now, let us see for a mo^ 
meut how such a plan is likely to work. . 
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The equalizing^ of the duties will, io the first in* 

^tance» throw out of employment . eight hundred 

sail of ships, and the crews that navigate them,— a 

'Very considerable item in our commercial navy, and 

a sacrifice not rashly to be made by a country whose 

very existence depends on her naval superiority. For, 

as w:e cannot imagine that such ultra Huskissonians 

9VOuld tolerate' any law less liberal than the old 

navigation laws, which permitted every nation, to 

faring its own produce into British ports in its own 

bottoms, — and considering that the dwellers on the 

shores of the Baltic, living in a world of timber, 

'hemp, iron, pitch, tar, and rosin, have the advantage 

-of us in regard to ship-building materials,^seeing, 

-moreover, that they are much more lightly taxed, and 

must also have the advantage in building and sailing 

4hem, — it is clear that, in such case, we must send 

-our timber-ships to heat bakers' ovens, and their 

^crews to man the navies of rival nations, or to add 

to the strength of our parish poor. 

Our manufacturing and commercial interests 
would not be improved by such«a change ; as it has 
been shown, that it would operate against the colo- 
nies, which are one of our best markets, and in favour 
of the Baltic, which is our worst. But the harm it 
'yrould do both these interests, in Upper and Lower 
Canada, is trifling, when compared with its effect oa 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, whose resources, 
and consequently means of paying for goode, i% 
would utterly annihilate. 
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Bui stiUt sty the libenlfl, we wiE gci ovr deal 
bowds ebeapier, aid thai is all we wast Yon iHII 
get tbeoa. eheeper,. Iwt not quke so much cheaper as 
you imagine* Thus, suf^siog timber caa be shipped 
at Quebec sad Menel at 5C«. per toa,—- that the freigbA 
of the. eae is 60s. and of the oUker 2Qs., and that foai 
put 20«. duty oa the one aad 60ff« on the other, the 
whole price of either at London wtU be 6^ lOsi But 
if yau equalise the duty, by either ioweriag that en 
the foreign io the rate of the coionial, or raisii^ 
that on the colonial to the rate of the fbreiga, yoa 
give the foreigaer a bounty of iOs* over the sabject. 
Now, suppose such foreigner is oonicnted to add 
only 3(U. to his present profits, he excludes the sul^ 
ject totally,— 4ie gets a market for a million of tons 
additional annually — ^you save lOr. or 7^ per cent. 
an your deals ; and the S(h. instead of goii^ into 
the exchequer, or to support your navy, your colo* 
lual, commereial, manu&cturiog, or shipping inteiest^ 
goes into the pocket of the Prussian merchant and 
landholder; who will not buy a cotton handkerchief 
from you the more, for all the sacrifice you have 
made. 

It has been proposed in En^ad, fin* parishes to 
send out their poor to Canada* Were the lamber 
trade done away with^ 26^ per head woald not put 
them on their iftims here. As it is, the iahouii&g 
poor are very hvtef sending out themselves : 5&,000 
came to the Caaadas last year, and IQOfiOB aiw 
expected in this. Were it not faar tSbe cheap passages 
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aflbrded by the ships employed in the timber trade* 
nine-tenths of these people could not afford to come 
outy and you must maintain them at home, -which 
would absorb a little of the profit that would ac* 
erne from the cheap lumber; whereas, these 50,000 
and 100,000 will, in the course of a year or two, re- 
quire 300,0002. worth of British goods annually, and 
that will go on increasing in geometrical progression, 
— a consideration by no means to be slighted by our 
manufacturers in these hard times*. 



* The first part of this chapter was irritten three years 
ago^ on the Ottawa, among the lumber men. I now hear that 
what I proposed has to a great extent taken plaee^ and that 
a great quantity of timber is boughtj for the mercantile hoases in 
Quebec^ at Bytown, and other places on the Ottawa* 
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Chapter VIII. 



-^ Though glided domes and splendid fanes, 
And vestures rich, and choral strains, 

And altars richly dress*d, 
And sculpttired saints, and sparkling gems, 
And mitred head, and diademS| 
Inspire with awe the breast; 

The soul Yesign'd, devout, sincere, 
With equal piety draws near 

The holy house of God, 
That rudely rears its rustic head, 
Scarce higher than the peasant's shed, 

By peasant only trod.* — ^Miss Bowles. 

< New light never cometh into a tenement, save through a 
<rack in the tiling.'— Ionobamus. 



Religious Sects. 

A VERY natural question for a man to ask on his arri- 
val in a country, is, what are the means of religious 
instruction, and what are the religious tenets of its 
inhabitants ? It is long since the French reproached 
the English with having twenty religions, and only 
one sauce. In Canada, we have two hundred reli- 
gions, and no sauce at all. It would be a waste of 



RELIGIOUS SECTS. 97 

-tltne €ven to enumerate all the religious sects, inucb 
Jess to discuss their tenets ; but the chief are« as in 
England, the Catholic, Church of England, :Fres*» 
J^yterian, and Methodist. Of these, the Church of 
England is supported partly from the funds of Jbhe 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and 
partly by an annual grant from the Imperial Par* 
liament; the Presbyterian and Catholic by their 
x)wn congregations and a small grant from govern- 
jnent; .the Methodist by a society in the United 
States, and by contributions from their congrega* 
lions* 

When the Upper. Province was separated from 
4he XiOwer, one-seventh of all this Jand9 was sei 
aside for a Protestant clergy^ under the title of 
■Clergy Reserves. This the Church of Etrgland laid 
<:laim to as theirs exclusively ; but afler much dis** 
pute, a despatch .has been received from the CojioniaJ 
Office, and communicated to the House of Assem- 
bly, of which nobody has yet been found who could 
•undertake to explain the meaning; but the general 
impression is, that it is intended, some way or other* 
•that the two established churches of England and 
Scotland, are^to be supported from the funds arising 
from the sale of these Clergy Reserves^ In the 
mean time, before the receipt of this despatch, the 
Jlouse of Assembly, by an overwhelming majority 
.(42 .to 6, 1 think), had addressed his Majesty, request- 
ing that the whole sum should be applied to the 
^purposes .of education ; and there can be no jdoobt» 

p 
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frerethe eiftire prtyrince polled, they motM hemesaiy 
«B tmCThnous in favour -of soch an aj^sn^ria^B as 
weiie their representatives. But, if it be resolved that 
It should be appHed exclnsively to retigious purposes. 
It will be both onjustandlmpolrtie to exclude fheC!a- 
Colics from a ^sbare df it When the provinee ef 
Quebec ^vas ceded to Great Britaki, ttoir laws aad 
ydigioH were seonred to them by ike treaty wliich 
dianged their government. That religion was Ca- 
Hiolic^ and those laws provided a maiatenaBee for the 
CathoKc clergy by tilhes, as well as by very wealthy 
endowments and foundations, among which may be 
enumerated the seminary of St. Sulpicius, the supe- 
riors of whick are the seigneurs, or lords of the 
manor, of the whole island and city of Montreal^ 
find wer« they not the most moderate of all possible 
landlords, 50,00QZ. per annum would not pay their 
«ent8« When, for political reasons, the government 
at home saw.fit to divide the province of Quebec into 
(the provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and 
ithe Parliament of Upper Canada first adopted the 
SngHsh law and then abolished tithes, the provision 
which the treaty secured to the Catholics was done 
away with* it is therefore very clear, that the Ca- 
^tholics of Upper Canada had strcmg ground of 
^complaint, when, in a political arrangement, their 
interests were overlooked. How much greater ground 
•of complaint will they have, if other chuiches are 
endowed, and they left unprovided for ? 
But there is another reason which often weighs onore 
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with government, than juatice, viz. eispediency. The 
£!atholic$, as I have, said before, are by far the most 
iLevotedly loyal sul^ecte his Majesty has in Canada. 
It is well known that, during the war, Ogdeneburg 
was taken by the gallant charge made, under a heavy 
fire from the enemy's batteries, by the Catholics df 
.Glengarry, headed by their priest, the Rev. Alexr 
,ander M'Donnel, now Catholic bishop of Upper 
danada ; and a very large proportion of General 
JBrock's army, who took Detroit, were the Erench 
-Catholics of the Western district, fighting, be it -re- 
membered, against their brethren of the United 
States frontier. The Irish Catholic is by far the 
icasiest conciliated of any emigrant who comes to this 
province ; for at home^ being habituated to oppres- 
sion, and looked upon as a Helot^ he considers sinf- 
•ple justice a favour ; and when, on his arrival here, 
.he finds that he is emancipated in spirit as well as in 
.letter, — that he is admitted into the legislative coun- 
cil, the House of Assembly, and the magistracy, if 
his rank or talent entitle him to such a distinctioily 
tas a matter of course-— and that there is no prejudice 
that condemns those of his faith to be degraded in 
*the eyes of their fellow-subjects, as if of a lower 
order of the human family, — he feels his heart over> 
flow with gratitude to the government under which 
he lives, and forgets in a moment the wrongs that he 
and his ancestors have suffered for ages. It is only 
within these few years that Irish Catholics came to 
this colony in any number : formerly they went to 

f2 
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the United States, and still they ^o there in such 
^number, that their army is to a great extent com'*' 
posed of them, and Irish labourers are as common 
In New York and Philadelphia as in London. 
Were the government to do anything that would eveti 
have the appearance of countenancing them, they 
'Would to a man prefer continuing their allegiance to 
their own government, to going over to strengthen 
a rival power. If, therefore, it be determined that 
the Clergy Reserves remain a provision for a Pro- 
4e8tant clergy, let government make, as in duty, in 
.gratitude, and in policy bound, a provision for the 
-Catholic clergy also. 

Were government to set apart a tract of wild 
Jand, and let it be known in Ireland, that, from the 
jsale of this, the Catholic church was to be provided 
for, a crusade would be preached in favour of Ca- 
,nada, and in a few Seasons the new territory would 
he filled to suffocation with men who would form a 
wall of steel around the colonial possessions of 
Great Britain. 

An elder of the Kirk, and bred in the most 
torthodox part of Scotland, I came to this coun* 
itry strongly prejudiced against Catholicism and 
its ministers; but experience has shown me that 
these prejudices were unjust I expected to find 
both priests and people as violently opposed to the 
British government here as at home, — I found 
them the strongest supporters of the constitution. 
'.J bad been taught to believe, that a Catholic priest 
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was a liypocritical knave, who ruled his misguided, 
followers for his own selfish purposes, — I have found 
them a moral and zealous clergy^ more strict in their 
attention to their parochial duties than any body of 
clergy I ever met in any part of the world, and 
not a bit more intolerant than their clerical brethren 
of any other sect. And I look upon this public, 
avowal and recantation as a penance for my sin» 
of ignorance, and I hope it will be accepted as such.. 
I have no very particular leaning, as may well be 
supposed, towards the doctrines of the Church of 
Rome, but I merely wish, like Lord Byron» 

*• Justice to do to Trojaa and to Tynan, 
For I was bred a moderate Presbyterian.' 

. There are two bodies of Presbyterians in the pror 
Tince, the Established Church of Scotland* and the 
Presbytery of Upper Canada. The first are, a& 
their name imports* in connexion with the Church of 
Scotland ; the second is composed of the Scotch 
seceders, licentiates of the Synod of Ulster, and of 
various Presbyteries in the United States. Their 
tenets, doctrine, and discipline, are precisely similar ; 
for the causes of separation in Scotland, patronage 
and burghers* oaths, do not exist in this province ;-^ 
the only apparent difference is in the American con- 
gregations, where they sing psalms to the tune of 
Faddy Whack. Under these circumstances a union 
will, in all probability, take place ; — indeed, the laity 
are all in favour of such a measure, and the only 
(^bance of opposition is apprehended from the clergy 
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of both sides. It is- a mdancholy fact, that there [^ 
something in the clerical character of all persuasions^ 
sttongfy repulsive towards their brethren, who difiep 
from them in the slightest degree, or even have the* 
appearance of differing, — on the same principle, that 
fhctions are formed among school^boys to fight 
^ers^ because they live in a different street of the 
town or district of the parish. But it would perhaps* 
be too much, to expect people to practise as well as' 
to preach Christian charity. 

There is no sect to which this province, in its 
earlier stages, owed more than to the Methodists. 
They were the pioneers of religion, kepfr the spirit 
of it alive, and prepared the way for the other 
sects. But there is a tendency in all human ihsti- 
^tions to* corruption. As they became numerous, it 
was obvious that they could be turned to a political 
account, and they did not long want a leader. A 
person of the name of Ryerson, who from some 
cause or other had been refused ordination in the 
Church of England, (and what the cause could be, it 
IB impossible to divine, for God knows they are any- 
^ing but fastidious here), turned Methodist, and 
from being a man of education, and the generality of 
preachers of the seqt being ignorant mechanics, he 
scfon obtaiiied an ascendency over them, and became 
a bishop and primate of all Upper Canada. In 
revenge for the insult offered his dignity by his 
mother-church, this person has been exerting a poli- 
tical influence over his followers, inciting them by 
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every means in his power to hatred and contempt of 
the British Government, — begging for contributions^ 
and exhibiting, as a pious raree-show, a young man of 
the name of Peter Jones, — the son of an Englishman 
by a squaw^ and who was brought up at school with 
Europeans, — to the too credulous John Bull, as a 
civilized and methodized Indian ; and as Sbakspeare 
fiays that in England* ^ where they would not give a 
-doit to relieve a lame beggar, they would give ten to 
see a dead ludian,' there is no doubt, John's purse* 
strings will be most liberally drawn for the pleasure 
of seeing a live one. 

The mode by which religion and politics ar^ 
jjoioed is, I believe, peouliac to the American; coor 
tijieut,. viz* by newspapers inculcating the, teoeta of 
a sect, and at the same time the politics of the 
leaders: of it ;; and this unholy alliance have the Me^ 
thodists set up to blend treason with the Gospel* 
.and to abuse all other sectsy and in .a more especial 
manner their brethren the Wesleyans, wha are 
much less numerous^ but infinitely raoje respectable 
than themsdveSk 

This blasphemous mixture of political and relip 
gious dogmas^ however it may add to the numericfljl 
strength of any sect, must be pernicious in the- ex* 
treme to the true interests of Chcistianity» Pure 
religion is like pure gold; — ^it cannot be alloyed 
without being depiieciated» 
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Chapter IX. 



De omnibus rebus et quibusdam aliis. 
Agriculture — Hemp — Flax — ^Tobacco — ^Viney ards — Houses 
And Buildings — ^Education — Servants and Labourers — ^Wages 
^^■Fopulation — GomparatiTe advantages of Emigration to Ca» 
pada and the United States — Revenue — Expenditure^^Debt — 
Peroration. 



Odds and Ends, 

Op Apiculture, as practised in this province, I have 
Yfery little to say, except that were the same slo- 
Venly system pursued in any country less favoured 
\>y nature, it would not pay for the seed- that is used. 
1 have already stated the ruinous mode of taking 
repeated crops of wheat off the land; and on the 
tiver Thames, in the Western district, I witnessed a 
Refinement on this barbarism, tiz, burning the stub* 
ble before the land was ploughed for winter wheat, 
Tind thus depriving it of even that rifling strength that 
it might derive from the decomposition of the straw. 
It is only in some parts of the province that ma- 
*nure is used at ali ; and it is not an uncommon 
occurrence, when the stable-litter has accumulated 
in front of the building' called the barn, (which 
generally contains all the farm offices,) to such a de- 
gree as to have become a nuisance, that a man invites 
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his neighbours to tissi&t him in removing the barn, 
which is always a firaine building, away from the 
dunghill, instead of transporting the dunghill to the 
wheat field. 

But the spirit of impfovement has gone forth^ 
Three years ago, the Provincial Parliament passed an 
act, whereby, if a certain sum should be subscribed 
by any district in the province, to carry on a Society 
for the improvement of Agriculture^ the Legislature 
gave ako a sum to assist. Most of the districts have 
taken advantage of this highly judicious enactment ; 
the Newcastle aivd western districts have dis* 
tinguished themselves by the spirited manner in 
which they have commenced proceedings ; and 
should, as is highly probable, the emigration of 
the better classes continue and increase, there is no 
doubt that our agriculture will be improved as weU 
as every other interest in the province. 

One question, which everybody asks, and whidi 
I have not been able satisfactorily to solve, is, what 
is the average amount of wheat and other grain to 
an acre ? I can only state my belief that it is coa«- 
siderably above that of £ngland — ^but how . ranch, 
I am quite incapable of pronouncing. 

I shall not waste my reader's time nor my own 
with estimates of the result of farming pursoiti^ or 
tow they oqght to be set about. It is quite enougk 
that they are, if prudently conducted, uusformly eoo* 
eessful. And any man may get more informal 
Hon from the first fiirmer he meets in the towasUgp 



105 ODDS AND ENDS* 

In which he takes up his abode, than he would from 
me, were I to write a book on the subject, like the 
Dutch poet's, as thick as a cheese* 

There is one agricultural product for which the 
soil and climate of Upper Canada are admirably 
adapted, and to which it would be of great import* 
ance in a national point of view, that the attention 
of the farmers should be fairly called; — I allude to 
Hemp. There is a great deal of very rich bottom . 
land, which is too rank for the growth of wheat in 
the first instance, but which, were it reduced by a 
crop or two of hemp, would be made fit for wheal 
and other grains. 

In the more remote parts of the country, hemp 
would be a much more profitable return than wheat, 
as it is more valuable in proportion to its weight, 
and consequently, what in one instance goes to the 
carrier, in the other would go into the pocket of 
the farmer; and if Britain possessed a colony that 
could supply her with this article, so indispensable to 
a maritime power, it would render her independent of 
the northern nations ; and in the existing state of 
things, it is highly desirable, that she should not de- 
pend on Europe for anything. 

Hitherto attempts to grow hemp have proved 
tibortive, because they have been made by solitary 
individuals, and where a mill was set up by one en- 
terprising and public-spirited gentleman, the farmers 
in the neighbourhood would not enter into the spirit 
of the thing, so that he got little or no plant to ope« 
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rate on but what he raised himself. But, were a 
community of farmers to build a mill, and enter into 
an agreement to raise a certain quantity of hemp each) 
there is no doubt but it would become a staple of the 
country, as the difference of duty on foreign and 
colonial hemp would of itself be a profit sufficient 
to repay the grower. 

Flax would also be a profitable article, but as yet 
there is not a single flax-mill in the province. All 
that is raised, is used for domestic purposes, and is 
dressed with a hand-brake, by the farmer who grows 
it) and spun, and in many instances woven, by the 
women of the family. 

Tobacco is grown in very considerable quantities 
in the western district, and it is a very profitably 
product for people who have large young families, as 
the .culture is much like that of a garden, and the 
jstripping, weeding, worming, &c. &c., is better done 
.by children, who have a less distance to stoop, than 
by grown persons. As they are the principal la- 
bourers, it is found expedient to enlist their interests 
on the side of their duty ; and therefore it is cus- 
tomary, when they have by their industry and dili- 
gence saved the crop, to give them, as a reward, the 
.second crop, which is less in quantity and much in- 
ferior in quality, but whiph, if not assailed by frosts 
: early in the autumn, often produces enough to pur- 
chase as many, good things, and as much finery, as 
,to render the poor urchins, in their own estimation, 
persons of fortune for that year at any rate. 



* The tobacco of Canada k, however, avowedly ia« 
jeiior to that of Virginia, which the people hcve 
aiserlbe to want of skill in the masagenieBt of it* 
That may be the case to a certain extent ; but it is 
probable too, that the climate and soil are not so wctt 
JMlapted to -a ptant a native of the tropfics, as a iKve 
southerly latitude. 

Some Geroaan sokGers, who had settled in the 
West -ailer the American revokitionMry war, were 
joined two years ag*o by some of their friends fiiMi 
the bsmks of the Rhine, bringing with them tlie 
Hhenish vine, which they plsnled i» ^e autinmi -of 
1830. Of course we cannot tdl how wine*- making 
will succeed, for the grape-vine is the most capri- 
cious of all possible plants. But as the climate is 
more congenial to its culture than that of many 
parts of Germany where wine is produced, there is 
no doubt we may have wine of some sort or otber, 
though it be rather too much to expect a Canadian 
llockheimer. 

There are difierent kinds of houses in Canada, 
tibout which a few words may be useful to the set- 
tler. Most of the houses, more parti^arly those 
of recent settlers, are built of logs. When a man 
gets on a little in the world, he builds a frame hoiue, 
weather-boarded outside, and lathed and plastered 
within ; and in travelling along* the road, yon can 
form a pretty accurate esthnate of the thne a mcoi 
*has been settled, by the house he inhabits ;— indeed, 
in some instances, yon may read the whole histoiy 



of his setflement ia the baiidings ai)Out bis hrm^ 

. The araginal sliaiitf , or log-hovel* irhkk iirhdtei>«d 
|J»e family whe& they first arrived ob tkeir wild !ot; 
still remauis, but has been degraded into a piggery) 
Uie more sttbstaiitial logiiouse, ^diich. held «ut <ftie 
WDeaiher daring the first years of thek sojoum, has, 
qvKAi the increase of thieir wealth, become a-chap^ cf 
«ase to the stable or eowhouse ; aad the glaring and 
j^taring bright-red brick boase is bnmght forwarA 
tflose spoil the road, that the frame dwv^Uing, ivhich 
mi one time 'the pat)prietor looked larpotk as the very 
acmii of his ambition, may at once serve as -a 
ikitdien to, and be concealed by, its more aspiring 
«ad aristoeratic saecessor; just Bke ti tnan who 
iiaving acquired waalth from small begintirngs, « 
anxious ta coaeeal from the world the gradations by 
iRhich he rose, and to exhibit only the result of hs 
cncoessful industry* 

If you can afford to bnild a bridk or stone house 
ml first, by all meaas do so ; but if you cannot, tahe 
any advice, and, like a good £^ow, don't buiM ^ 
irame one. It is the most uncomfortable dweQing 
i0ver man lived in. It is utterly impossible to make it 
«0r tight^' so that it » as hot as an even in sumrae^^ 
and as cold as an open shed in winter. Bmld a 1^« 
iiouse ; not a thing that is put up m ^le eourae of 
«i fiMr-«iioea« but with oomers neatfy squared anl 
jointed, as if a carpenter had disvetailed dienl. 
JMnt it wilh moitar» iwC clay; and wbitewasfa it 
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outside and in ; and give it a cottage roof, the eaves 
projecting at least twenty inches, so that the drop 
may never touch the walls. As you will hardly ^et 
reasoned wood, you had better lay your floors roughs 
and ruu up temporary wooden partitions. With 
fiuch a house, you may make a shift for the first 
winter* Next spring, the boards will be seasoned ; sa 
you can take them up room by room, and have diem 
properly planed, ploughed, tongued and laid ; and 
then> when you plaster your walls and partitions-* 
the logs having dried and settled as much as there 
is any chance of their ever doing, you will have a 
comfortable house for the remainder of your life. 

We build very ugly houses in Canada, very ill 
laid out, and very incommodious ; but this is our mis-^ 
fortune not our fault, for there are no people on th6 
face of the earth more willing to learn, and if by 
any chance a man once lays out a cottage a little 
neater than his neighbour's, you will see it imitated 
for ten miles on each side of him along the road. 
Therefore, if you will bring out with you a set of neat 
designs and elevations of small houses^ it will not 
only enable you to build a good bouse yourself, but 
you will become a public benefactor, by showing to 
the whole of your neighbourhood how they may do 
the same. 

Education met with early consideration from the 
Legislature of this province; small endowment* 
w;ere made for common schools, and 109/. per an- 
num voted for a grammar-school in each district; 
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but still, until lately, there was no seminary in the 
province superior to a Scotch parochial school 
when the lieutenant-governor, at his own risk, esta- 
blished a college, consisting of a principal, three 
classical, and one mathematical master, a drawinj^ 
and French master, and an establishment for read« 
ing, writing, and arithmetic. And these masters 
being chosen from Oxford and Cambridge, of which 
universities they are graduates, for their talents, w^ 
'inay say that the means of education are now as 
good in Canada as at any Of the great chartered 
schools of England. The only objection is, that the 
majority of the masters are Cantabs ; whereas it 
would have' been more advisable, had they been 
selected from the mor^ orthodox and gentlemanly 
-university. 

A large fund is set aside for endowing an univer* 
,sity ; but the charter being too exclusively Church 
of England, for a community so mixed as the popu-^ 
lation of Canada, it has wisely not been carried into 
lefTect, under the hope that the home government will 
remedy this defect. What, as it appears to me, would 
be the most beneficial plan, would be to add cbaths 
in the different faculties to the present cdllege, steer- 
ing dear of divinity altbgether ; and if any particular 
•sect should wish to .have a professor of its own creed,. 
Jet the uiiivefsity give. him a hall to lecture in, and 
keep his library, and let the sect who appoint him 
pay him. 

It is very questionable policy to bring out either 
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'flervants or labourers to Canada. They are apt to get 
«discoiitented, and either leave you, or behave in sncfa 
"& way as will induce you to turn them off. If you 
%ring eervant maids, I would recommend to yoa the 
policy of Donna Inez :^ 

' Her maids were old, and if she got a new one| 
She was quite suie to be a perfect fright.' 

For if you bring out anything tolerably young or 
good-looking, she will get married in the course of 
4he two first months of her sojourn. The same 
Tole applies more forcibly to governesses ; for thougk 
.« cook maid may be replaced here, a lady of educa- 
tion cannot. 

Our servants are not exactly what in London 
would be considered first-rate ; but, with a little dril- 
ling and scolding, we get on pretty comfortably ; — and 
ithen we have the incalculable satisfaction of Jcnowing, 
^hat there is nobody better off than ourselves. The 
*wages of women are from 20s. to 30a, per month, of 
men from 2L to 3^ ; but, with all this, it is notneady 
<8o expensive to keep servants here as in London, as 
Hie price of their board diere alone would keep th^n 
^together here* Labourers' wages are Ss, 9d, per 
•^ay, or 42. per month, finding themselves, or from 
£i 109. to S?. 15s. if found As a general nde, how^ 
<«ver, the setUer will find his account in doing every 
t^ing that he possibly can do by ^spntract, and this 
more especially in clearing land. 

The population of the province is istated, aceerd- 



fng to the census of March, 1831, to be 234,800 ^ 
but a great many of the townships were not returned; 
and we know of about 35,000 emigrants who hav6 
arrived and been settled in the province daring the 
last year ; so that with those and the internal increase 
and the] emigration we have not yet heard of, the 
population cannot be much, if at all,, under 300,000. 
It is a question with many intending emigrants, 
ipirhether to go to Canada or the United States* 
T think Canada preferable, and foe the following 
reasons :— 

It is- to many who happen to have consciences, no 
light matter to forswear their allegiance to their kmg, 
and declare that they are willing to take up arms 
against their native country at the call of the country 
of their adoption ; and unless they do so, they must 
remain aliens for ever ; nay, even if they do manage 
to swallow such an oath, it is seven years before their 
apostacy is rewarded by the right of citizenship. la 
landing in his Majesty's dominions, they carry with 
them their rights of subjects, and immediately on 
becoming 40s. freeholders, have the right of voting 
for a representative^ 

The markets of Canada for farm produce are and 
must be better than those of the United States ; for 
Canadian com is admitted into both British and 
West Indian ports on much more advantageous 
terms than foreign grain, and the taxes on articles 
required for the consumpt of the inhabitants are not 



114 .0DDS AND BND& 

ene*-twelfth so great in Canada as in the United 
States* Thas, all British goods pay at Quebec only 
2^ per cent, ad valorem^ whilst at any Americaa 
port tliey pay from 834 to 60 pec cent* 

Very erroneous notions are current in England 
with regard to the tagmtion of the United States., The 
truth is, that though America is lightly taxed in 
Itomparison with £nglaadv it is by no means to be 
considered so^^ when compared to most of the conti- 
aenial nations^ .The account usually rendered of 
American taxation is fallacious. It is stated^ that 
samething' under six. millions sterlings or about 
•lOr. per head on aa average, pays the whole army, 
navy, eiiril list^ and- interest of debt of the United 
States, while we require ftfty millions, or nearly 
S^ lOir. each, fbr the same purposes, But the fact Is^ 
that that' sum is only about hltlf what the Americans 
|iay in reality; fbr each individual state has Its own 
enrillistr and all the machinery of a government to 
support; and insignificant as the expenses of that 
government appear in detail^ yet the aggregate is of 
irery serious importance. For instance, there aire 
five times as many judges in the state of New York 
alone as in Great Britain and Ireland ; and though 
each individual of these were to receive no more 
than we would pay a macer of the court, yet whea 
Ihere comes to be two or three hundred of them^ it 
l>eGomes a serious matter; nor does it make any 
difference', in fact, whethei^ they are paid out of the 
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exchequer of the> state, or by the &es of tke suitors ia 
4ftieir courts ; they am equally paid by a tax en tiu 
]»eople in either case; 

Although the necessaries of life are cheap in Ame* 
Tica^ and equally cheap in Canada, the luxuries of 
yfe are higher by several hundred per cent, in the onsi 
country than the other« Thus, wine in the United 
States is so highly taxed, that in a tavern at New 
York you pay more for a bottle of Madeira than ia 
one at London, viz. Ave dollars, — and.fifieen^shiliiiigs 
for port. 

In Canada we have stumbled by accident,, or bad 
thrust upon us by some means orother^ wiuUi may bi 
considered the great desideratum in> financial^science^ 
viz. the means of creating a large revenue with a>lig-ht 
taxation. -This arises from three causes :.first; that we 
derive a very large sum annually £bom lands thepco^ 
perty of the crown, which are sold toithe Canada Com- 
pany, and from timbereut on crown lands, &c.; second, 
that we derive a revenue &omi pnUic wonks^ which 
have been constructed at the expense of the province, 
and which arein a^faiv way of yielding a much, giseater 
return than the^ intesest of the money expended oa 
them, and from shares in tho bank of Upper Canada^ 
of which the government took a fourth of the stock:; 
and, thinlly, because we make our n^ghbouni, tfie 
good people of the United States, pay a littk of our 
taxes, and shaH, with the blessing of God, if they 
keep on their tariff, mske them pay »piretty penny 
more* < 
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; The following is a statement of bur probable 
zevenue for this vear, classed under these different 
heads, taken from the public accounts of last year 
laid before the House of Assembly. 

^^ources of the Province of Upper Canada, esti- 
mated for the Year 1832. 

From the Canada Company for £ 

i Crown* Reserves * • • • 17500 . • 

From Timber cut on Crown 

: Lands «••<»««>* 3420 .. 

From Proceeds of Sales of do. 1400 • • 

From Rent of Crown Reserves 280 . • 

From Jesuits' Estates in Lower 

- Canada • » « i» • « • 335 . . 

(.a 

From Survey Fees, Fees on 

- Patents and Leases, Fines, 
Forfeitures^and Seizures, and 

Rents of Mills and Ferries • 3000 .. 25935 



•From the Welland Canal • • 1500 

From Burlington Bay Canal « 1500 

From Kettle Creek Harbour « 200 

From Oakville Harbour • • 200 

From York Lightliouse • • 175 

From Bank of Upper Canada . 3000 



6575 



From Duties on Imports at 

Quebec ....*.. 37600 
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From Duties on ^oods. Wares £ 
and Merchandise, and Salt, 

' imported from the -LTnited • 
States 6390 

Prom Licences to Hawkers, 
Pedlars, and Auctioneers, 
and Daties on Auction Sales 3500 



llf 



47490 



-C80000 



Estimate of Expenditure of the 
Province^ 

Officers of the Legislature . . 840 
Eleven District Schools . . 1.100 
Adjutant-General's Establish- 
ment -650 

Inspector-General's Salary . 406 
Receiver-General's Salary . . 778 
Common School Appropria- 
tions 2000 

Five Pensioners . . , • . 100 
Interest on Public Debt • . 8565 
Contingencies of the Legisla- 
ture 4500 

Militia Pensions 1000 

Lighthouses 350 

Permanent Salaries, 1 Will. IV. 

chap. 14 7223 

Civil List Estimate .... 8629 



lit 



ODDS AND BliS8» 



Balance or Surfilus for the Re* £ 
demption of the Public Debt 
&c. &c, &c. » » • . . 43659 



,. 80Q0O 



The Public Debt of Ujgper 
Canada. 


* • » • 




For Militia Pensions « • 


« 25000 ^4 


» 


For Service of the year 1824 


. 16000 ., 




For Burlington Bay Canal 


. 17250 .. 




For Welland Canal . . 


.150000 . , 




For Kettle Creek Harbour 


• 4000 ., 


1 


For Oakville Harbour . • 


. 2500 • 


ft 


For Roads and Bridges 


. -20000 . . 


234750 


Of which is redeemed 


« «,< 


. 42000 



Leaving a balance of ^ •^192750 

Which is nearly all secured by liens on the above 
public works, upon which the whole amount (less 
19000/.) has been expended ; so that it may be said, 
the public debt now forms, or will presently become, 
a source of revenue to the province. 



From these statements it will appear, that the re- 
venues of the colony are in a very flourishing state ; 
as last year we paid off 10 per cent, of the public 
debt, and this year, the Upper House having rejected 
the supplies on nearly the last day of the Session, 
when the mischief could not be remedied, it is pro- 
bable the surplus will be considerably greater. 
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it has heen eloqaently jsaid erf 'the Earl af Chat^ 
•ham, that he ^advanced Ihe BaHon to ^a high pitch df 
"prosperity and glory by coimnerce, for the ^rst thne 
united with and made to 'flourish by war,* In like 
manner, though by no means Chathams, the legis- 
lators of Upper Canada have, for the first time I 
suspect, succeeded in uniting revenue with debt and 
making it flourish by debt ; for, it will be seen, that 
the debts of the province have been contracted 
chiefly for the purposes of public improvement, and 
that the public works, as they develop themselves, 
will not only repay the money expended on them» 
but become a permanent source of revenue to the 
colony. 

Of the 47490/. of taxes raised on the subject, 
directly and indirectly, we may estimate that 10,000/. 
IS paid by the United States, for British goods 
smuggled across the frontiers, leaving 37,490/. as 
the whole of the provincial taxes to be paid by 
300,000 people, — that is to say, in even money, about 
2s, sterling a head. So that it appears, brother Jona- 
than, with all the apparent economy of his institu* 
tions, pays to his general and particular governments 
ten times as much as we do ; and, unfortunate John 
Bull, who, poor fellow, is much worse able to aSbrd 
it, just about twenty-five times as much. 

Now, gentle reader, that you have got this length, 
permit me to compliment you on your patience ; a 
virtue which I shall no longer call up<Hi you ta 
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wexercise, than by requesting you, in the diplomatic 
phrase, to accept the assurances of my highest con« 
sideration, until we meet, as I hope vre shall do next 
summer, on the banks of Lake Huron. 

GoDERiCH, Marchj 1832. 



THE END. 



Iio^ooM :— Willi All Clowxs, Siamfonl-strecfc. 



